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Back to the Beginnings / is the call of the Interna- 
tional Lesson Committee to which, next month, twenty- 
six millions of Bible students will respond as they 
take up the strongest series of Old Testament Sunday- 
school studies ever followed by the Sunday-school 
army of Christendom. 


But the best thing about it is this: Never before 
in the history of the world have so many souls recog- 
nized the great truth that we cannot inteiligently go 
back TO the Beginnings unless we go back OF the 
Beginnings. 


The beginnings of creation, of mankind, and 
of history, are meaningless unless we read in 
them the hand and the heart of One who has no 





A Focusing Glass 


On the Oldest True Stories 
In the World 

















Wherein Was Moses’ Greatness ? 
By the Honorable David J. Brewer 


Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States 


What Did God Promise Abraham ? 
As Interpreted by Jew and Christian 


Professor Israel Friedlander 
Of the Jewish Theological Seminary, New York 
and 
Howard Osgood, D.D., LL.D. 


Of the American Revision Committee 


beginning and no ending. Upon that eternal plat- 
form The Sunday School Times stands, From that 
standpoint alone it invites you to join the circle 
of its ‘‘ family prayers,’’ in the study of these fasci- 
nating oldest true stories in the world, during the 
year to come, 


And it has invited, also, some of the brightest of 
consecrated Christian intellects throughout the world 
to help you to focus the light of truth on these Old 

Testament studies, Here are some of the Times’ 

«« side-lights '’ on the lessons for the new year. Bear 

in mind that these are in addition to its regular 

Lesson Helps, a glimpse of the new features of which 

is given on the next page. Will you study with us ? 





Can a Christian Believe in Evolution ? 


By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S. T. D, 








Where Was the Garden of Eden? 
By Edgar J. Banks, Ph.D. 


Field Director of the Babylonian Expedition of the 
University of Chicago 


Geology and Genesis on the Creation 
By G. Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A. 


Professor of the Harmony of Science and 
Revelation in Oberlin College 


Abraham: a Man or a Myth? 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Hebrew in Auburn Theological Seminary 





A Bundle of Letters Thirty Cenjuries Old 
By Professor Robert W. Rogers, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D. 


Author of ‘‘ Babylonia and Assyria”’ 


Am I My Brother’s Keeper ? 
By Robert E. Speer 


Secretary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 


The First Great Strike in History 
By Charles R. Brown, Ph.D., D.D. 


Author of ‘* The Social Message of the Modern Pulpit "’ 





Hammurabi’s Code and Sinai’s Laws 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Hebrew in Auburn Theological Seminary 


Mount Nebo As It Is To-Day 
By the Rev. Franklin E. Hoskins, Ph.D. 


Of the Presbyterian Syrian Mission at Beyrout 


Whom Did the Flood Destroy, and Whv ? 
By G. Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A. 


Professor of the Harmony of Science and 
Revelation in Oberlin College 





What Did Israel Believe about God ? 
By B. B. Warfield, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Theology in Princeton Theological Seminary 


Ruth’s Message to the Women of To-Day 


By Mrs. Margaret E. Sangster 


The Secret of the Passover 


By the late H. Clay Trumbull 





Was the Capture of Jericho Reasonable ? 
By G. Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A. 


Professor of the Harmony of*Science and 
Revelation in Oberlin College 


Among the Ruins of Ur and Haran 
By Edgar J. Banks, Ph.D. 


Field Director of the Babylonian Expedition of the 
University of Chicago 


Israel’s Shepherd-Life in the Wilderness 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Hebrew in Auburn Theological Seminary 





Trumbull’s Theory of the Exodus Route 


From “ Kadesh Barnea,” 
By the late H. Clay Trumbull 


The Miracle of the Strong East Wind 
By G. Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A. 


Professor of the Harmony of Science and 
Revelation in Oberlin College 


Mount Sinai As It Is To-day 
By George E. Post, M.D., LL.D. 


Of the Presbyterian Syrian Mission at Beyrout 





A Visit to the Cities of Refuge 
By the Rev. Franklin E. Hoskins, Ph.D. 


Ot the Presbyterian Syrian Mission at Beyrout 


Samson, Type of What ? 
By Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Hebrew in Auburn Theological Seminary 


The Tomb of Joshua at Bagdad 
By Edgar J. Banks, Ph.D. 


Field Director of the Babylonian Expedition of the 
niversity of Chicago 





Joshua’s Genius for Military Leadership 
By Major-General O. O. Howard 


United States Army (Retired) 





Where Was Sodom ? 
By G. Frederick Wright, D.D., LL.D., F.G.S.A. 


Professor of the Harmony of Science and 
Revelation in Oberlin College 





The Monuments and Israel’s Bondage 
By A. H. Sayce, D.D., LL.D. 


Professor of Assyriology in Oxford University 
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CAN THEY BE BETTER? 





READ THIS AND SEE 








aa HENEVER you make a change in The Sunday School Times, 
you give us something better,’’ said an energetic young pastor 
from the Middle West who recently dropped into the Times’ office. If 
that encouraging remark was true, the reason is not hard to discover. 
And the editors believe it zs true, because changes are never made in 
The Sunday School Times unless the readers have made it clear that 
such changes would make the paper more helpful to them. 
The Sunday School Times is your paper more than it is the editors’ ; 


and just as the paper keeps close to your best interests and real needs, 
it will grow increasingly better. 

The Times’ Lesson Helps have been good,—perhaps unique in 
the breadth and variety of their plan. But they could be better, and 
the editors have been seeking your help to make them so._ As a direct 
result of such mutual work by readers and editors during the past year, 
here are some of the new lesson features for the year to come. What 
do you think of them? 
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A Class of Boys Taught Just for You 





Readers have asked : ‘‘ Why don't. you tell us how to teach the 
lesson to the boys?'’ A fair demand, isn’t it? So the Times has en- 
gaged a brainy, resourceful business man, who has been a superinten-e 
dent and teacher for over fifteen years, and who knows, loves, and has 
successfully taught boys, to. do a newthing. He will teach the In- 
ternational Lessons to a typical class of typical boys, two months in 
advance of the lesson-dates. On the basis of that teaching experience, 
week by week, he will recast—if he needs to—the teaching plan he 
had worked out. The practically tested result, with any weak points 
of theory knocked out of it as you know only a class of boys can do that, 
will come'to you every week in the Times. ‘‘ My Class of Boys’’ will 
be taught by Eugene C. Foster. He has been writing Thomas Hall 
Appleton's ‘‘ Diary’’ in the Times. He knows boys. 


Cornering an Iron-Master for Busy Men 





A Pennsylvania iron-worker who, every Sunday, superintends two 
Sunday-schools and teaches two classes—one class is a hundred men 
strong—said : ‘‘ Why don't you give a fellow a column where he could 
get all the practical, working truths of the lesson in verse-by-verse nut- 
shells? It would save me lots of time; have to do it myself every 
week."’ He's in the harness now to do it for you. It is the new 
«« Busy Man's Corner,’’—but it won't shut out the women. Out of the 
living, fighting, conquering knowledge of how the truths of the Bible fit 
both the commonplace and the emergency needs of everyday men and 
women, William H. Ridgway, iron-master, will furnish a meaty, com- 
pacted column of the sort of teaching-suggestions that can’t come from 
theory, but that must come from life. We've cornered a busy man for 
‘The Busy Man’s Corner,”’ 





Fuller Adult Class Help from Professor Sanders 





Long before the so-called ‘‘ new movement’’ in adult Bible class 
work was being talked about as it is to-day, Professor Sanders’ ‘‘ Senior 
Bible Class’’ in the Times was showing thoughtful teachers and Bible 
class members the limitless possibilities that the International Lessons 
offer for Bible study of the most searching kind. Now he is going to 
make his every-week article fuller and richer than it has ever been be- 
fore in definite suggestions for ‘¢eaching the lesson to an adult class, 
The Times has always been rich in offering lesson materia/ ; it will lay 
special stress now on how to use that material in class. Professor 
Sanders’ big class is going to grow deservedly bigger by this improve- 
ment. 





How to Teach Missions in Sunday-School 





Did you ever stop to realize that the Sunday-school that fails as a 
missionary training-school fails as a Sunday-school? That your work 
as a teacher is successful just in proportion as you succeed in planting 
the missionary spirit deep in the lives of your pupils? One of the 
coming great movements in the Kingdom is the linking of the Sunday- 
schools to the cause of missions. How is it going to be done? The 
problem isn’t solved yet, but as a step towards it, Delavan L. Pierson, 
Managing Editor of the ‘‘ Missionary Review of the World,’’ and as 
live a Sunday-school superintendent as ever built up a successful school, 


will suggest ‘‘ How to Teach the Missionary Truths’ in every lesson 


that lends itself to such treatment. 





S. D. Gordon’s “‘Quiet Talks on the Lessons” 














There is a man who has been quietly leading more people into a 
living knowledge of the secrets and sources of spirituai power, during 
the past few years, than any other writer in Christendom. When such 
a man comes into the Kingdom, the Sunday-school—which is the 
Kingdom's greatest agency on earth—needs his help. Therefore Mr. 
S. D. Gordon is going to give ‘‘A Quiet Talk on the Lesson’’ every 
week during 1907 in The Sunday School Times. 

If you know Mr. Gordon's ‘‘Quiet*Talks about Jesus,’’ and on 


‘«Power'’ and ‘*Prayer’’ and ‘‘Service,’’ you will know what is in 
store. From a California reader comes this word about him: ‘J 
thanked God from a full and bounding heart when | read your announce- 
ment that he would write for the Times every week next year."’ 

It is not a new note that Mr. Gordon has struck : it is the old one 
of Galilee and Eden days. But no other writer living seems to have 
been able*to bring out the message of the Bible with such a compelling 
grip on the heart and will of men and women as he. 
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Lesson Calendar 
1. October 7.—The Two Great Command- 

.._ Sire rere eeea ee Mark 12 : 28-34 and 38-44 
2 October 14.—The Ten Virgins ......... Matt. 25 : 1-13 
3. October 21.—The Parable of the Talents... . . Matt. 25 : 14-30 
4. October 28—Jesus Anointed in Bethany .... . Matt. 26 : 6-16 
5. November 4.—The Lord’s Supper ........ Matt. 26 : 17-30 
6. November 11.—Jesus in Gethsemane ...... Matt. 26 : 36-50 
7. November 18.—Jesus Before Caiaphas. .... . Matt. 26 : 57-68 
8. November 25.—The World’s Temperance mere . Isa. 5: 11-23 
9. December 2.—Jesus Before Pilate . . . . Luke 23 : 13-25 
10. December 9.—Jesus on the Cross ........ Luke 23 : 33-46 
11. December 16.—Jesus Risen from the Dead. . . . Matt. 28: 1-15 


12. December 23.—Jesus Ascends into 
ORES ee ee eo a ee ee Luke 24 : 36-53 
Or, Alternate. (Christmas Lesson)... . . John t : 1-14 
13. December 30.—Review. 


a 
The Unused Toy 


By Edith Virginia Bradt | 


O MANY strangely silent homes there are, 
Where sad-eyed mothers wait 
The dawning of the radiant Christmas Star, 
Bereft and desolate! 


O Christus! as thy birthright draweth near, 
Come to each troubled heart, 

And grant sweet visions of the Christmas cheer 
To those who sit apart. 


And do thou gently touch the tear-dimmed eyes, 
And open them to see 

That they may still be busied, motherwise, 
In Christmas ministry. 


Where little empty hands expectantly 
Await the Christmas joy, 

Grant courage, in some dear child’s memory, 
To give the unused toy. 


Thus shall their hearts receive the Christmas Guest, 
And know the Christmas cheer ; 

Thus shall their saddened lives be strangely blessed 
When Christmastide draws near. 


WasuinctTon, D. C. 





God’s Ch-istmas Gifts 


Bethlehem’ s first Christmas Day brought some- 
thing more than a Perfect Example down to earth. If 
Christ were only our Pattern, then he only increased 


our hopelessness. He cameto do greater things than 
to show us his Perfect Life. God's Gifts of Christmas 
Day to all his eager, expectant children are these : 
the remission of the death penalty of sin that is past, 
and the power to overcome sin in the present and the 
future. That is the twofold Christmas salvation, the 


good tidings of which the angels are still singing. 
And while these Christmas Gifts can come only from 
God, he lets us have the priceless joy and privilege 
of bearing them to others. Shall we help to make 
this season a true Christmastide to some who have 
never yet opened their hearts to these, God's. Gifts ? 


ss 
Back to the Dark Ages! 


Self-seeking is the root of all evil. It broke up 
Eden, and it keeps out Christ. This is so generally 
recognized in our Christian land that it is scmewhat 
startling to read of a meeting of a Browning Society, 
recently held, at which a theme for discussion was 
‘«Is Duty to Self Paramount to Other Obligations ?’’ 
And ‘the trend of opinion of the speakers,’’ says a 
press account, ‘‘was to the affirmative.’’ For ex- 
ample : ‘‘a mar who does literary work cannot but 
find his chief duty to himself at the expense of other 
obligations ;’’ ‘‘the women of the United States are 
not selfish enough.’’ One speaker, to be sure, claimed 
that she had ‘‘no sympathy with those who excuse 
selfishness and rudeness by attributing them to the 
artistic temperament.’’ But where is one whose 
chief duty is to self to draw the line? If self-interest 
would be furthered by ignoring another, why not be 
rude? The trouble with the ‘duty to self’’ idea is 
that it is not a practicable working basis for life. 
None of the Devil’s ideas are. Christ is the only 
practical Guide men have ever had, and Christ shows 
that death to self is the way of life. 


yA 


The Lesson of Christmas Mysteries 
Mystery and surprise fill a large place at Christ- 
mas time. The evident secrets on every hand, the 
whispered consultations, the sudden concealments, 
the questions that must not be asked, or answered : 
then all the mysteries cleared away in one brilliant 
and joyous surprise. Who can tell what a large part 
of the pleasure and gladness of the season is created by 
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the carefully wrought darkness with which we fill it? 
We would not let the children know beforehand ; it 
would spoil the fun. And may it not be that this 
method which we use to make the holidays more 
bright should bring us a lesson of the place which 
mystery and surprise fill in God's plan of the world 
and of our lives? We put these things in to increase 
the final joy. Can not God use them for the same 
purpose? We create them out of our love. May not 
God have created mystery and surprise, and have sur- 
rounded our lives by them on every side, also out of 
great love, and tenderness, and good will? May he 
not feel as we do, that he would not have us knew 
more, or see more clearly, because it would lessen 
so much of the joy which he wishes us to have? This 
life is filled with secret things and unanswered ques- 
tions, much waiting and impatient expectation ; but 
how joyously and confidently we may await the glo- 
rious surprises of the heavenly morning ! 


x 
Making Use of Our Beliefs 


A man may believe all the best truths in the 
universe, and gain nothing by it. Mere belief never 
helped any one. Belief that controls life and action 
is the only belief that counts. A striking illustration 
of the results of the two kinds of belief is found in the 
life-and-death contrast between Pilate and the thief 
on the cross. Both Pilate and the thief believed in 
the innocence of Jesus : ‘‘This man hath done noth- 
ing amiss,’’ said the thief; ‘‘I find no crime in 
him,”’ said Pilate. But Pilate’s publicly expressed 
and reiterated belief failed utterly to influence - his 
action ; while the thief, because of his belief, com- 
mitted himself to one who proved to be his Saviour. 
Had Pilate treated Jesus fairly even as a man, he 
would probably have discovered him as God and 
Saviour. He rejected the man, and lost a Saviour, 
Every failure to live up to our beliefs to-day loses us 
a blessing... The better our beliefs, the worse off we 
are if we betray them ; but with every act of loyalty 
to our beliefs, we grow in power to believe and to do. 


% 


Our Wilful Religion 


SORT of wilfulness is one of the main character- 
istics of our religion to-day. Everybody seems 
ready offhand to say what religion should be, 

or that this or that is quite good enough for him with- 
out looking farther. Favorite ideas and prepossessions 
and likings we set up very easily as an equivalent of 
the Christian life, or we select some one element of 
religion which appeals to us, and go on contentedly 
calling it the essence of Christianity. We do not see 
how anybody can teach us much better than our own 
instincts, and we follow them. The priesthood hav- 
ing lost its exclusive right to declare what is true, men 
fly to the mistaken position that therefore one man 
knows as much about it as another, forgetful of the 
fact that religion did not pass from the priesthood 
simply in order to become the possession of the !aity, 
but that it might be more completely God's. 
Probably each one of us has a story to tell of the 
siow progre-s and heavy custs of a wilful religion. 
Paul was franker about it than any other man has 
ever been. An evolution his experience may have 
been, but he himself never disguises that at the bot- 
tom of all his religious failure lay an element of sheer 
wilfulness, which he could have known as such if he 
had wanted to. He had been bent upon setting up a 
righteousness of his own, and insisting upon it that it 
was the same as God’s. As he looks back upon the 
things which he had been ready to declare offhand 


as the Divine will, it is with a sense of abasement 
that he never gets over. People who do not under- 
stand his feelings naturally think there is exaggeration 
and almost affectation about Paul's conviction of the 
worthlessness of his own righteousness. But that ex- 
perience comes to all advancing souls when they 
wonder how they ever could have been complacent 
about what they used to call their religion. It is then 
that we feel that it was not mere immaturity that made 
our religion poor, but that the chief element of that 
immaturity was a secret wilfulness. 

If we were not so accustomed to it, we should be 
amazed at the religious earnestness and intensity 
which may exist with a determination to leave out of 
account the most important fact in religion, —the fact 
of Christ. As towards him, many religious people 
are to-day in the very position of the men of Samaria 
towards the woman at the well, when they gave her 
to understand that they believed, but not at all be- 
cause of her word. They were anxious that so good 
an experience should be mainly their own doing. 
Having gotten a start, it is inevitable that man should 
at first wish to go alone. The life of the New Testa- 
ment gave us an initial impulse into divine yet tigd 
but, having done that, what need is there, we ask, 
be forever going back to it again? Having an 


given its impulse, we think we may now safely en- 
trust our growth to watching the correspondences be- 
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tween our own life and the divine laws. We feel that 
human experience is so closely parallel to them that 
we may arrive at them bv simply watching our own 
experience. We resent the greatness of the Scrip- 
tures ; give us time, and we feel that we could find 
out all that ourselves, 

And it is not until we find how insipid and flat our 
religious life becomes when disconnected from the life 
of the Bible, that we begin to long for that quality in 
our life which somehow links it indissolubly with the 
spiritual power of the whole world. It is one thing to 
recognize and feel and even rejoice in the earnestness 
of all kinds of religious impulses, but it is quite an- 
other matter to say that earnestness alone will do the 
full work of religion, It is this element of wilfulness 
which defeats much of earnestness, and prevents its 
becoming joined in reverent obedience to a will greater 
than our own. Shallow minds are very jaunty in tell- 
ing us just what Christianity is. 

What has just been said in a criticism of one of 
our American poets is a good description of the wrong 
kind of religion: ‘‘He had altogether too many 
shrines. Monist as he was in philosophy, he was 
polytheist in practise ; he dropped on his knees any- 
where, before stick or stone, flesh or spirit, and swore 
that each in turn was divine. The lesson of grada- 
tion, taught by the very stars in their courses, he 
would not learn. The gentleman was no higher than 
the man, the saint no finer product than the sinner, 
With a soul that instinctively cried, ‘Glory! Glory!’ he 
nevertheless did not perceive that the glory of the 
celestial was one, and the glory of the terrestrial was 
another.’’ 

We recovered the human element in religion none 
too soon. It was a quality never wanting anywhere 
in the Bible. The reality of personal life finds there 
its strongest expression, so that it is a wonder that it 
could ever have been thinned out of our Christian 
thought to the degree it was. But having recovered 
it, we proceeded to extremes. And how wearisome 
religion becomes when it is too human! As Emer- 
son says, ‘‘ Every hero becomes a bore at last.’ We 
can stand only about so much of humanity. We 
want the divine-accent upon our duties, or we will not 
long do them. Sooner or later the soul makes its 
test of what it hears, and withdraws its listening from 
what has no divine background and source. And 
though men may put up with ¢heiy own righteous- 
ness a long time, they will not continue to listen to 
a preacher who has nothing to offer but hzs own. 

A wilful scientist would be a contradiction in terms, 
No one would long tolerate him in a laboratory. 
Whoever in such a place was determined to make out 
his own facts, or choose what truths he would recog- 
nize, or act wilfully with regard to the laws of his 
science, would soon pass out as unfit for scientific 
work, and be regarded just as a false prophet was in 
the religion of Israel. This is not to say that he 
should be a manikin, having no theories of his own : 
for a scientist must use all the imagination he has. 
But he finds its highest employment in trying to find 
out what is the truth rather than trying to make out a 
truth of his own. When the glory of science is fully 
come, it will lay upon our religion, as life’s highest 
activity, the inexorable demand that the soul shall 
watch carefully and reverently for the principal fact 
of its own being, and bring everything to that test. 
We are not half done with science, —it is only begun ; 
and in its final issue it must help to expel the wilful 
spirit from the region of our spiritual facts, as it has 
done from that of the material. 

It is when wilfulness departs that the soul begins to 
find its ease and power. The strength of life is more, 
and the strain of it is less, Paul never knew what 
rest was until he had passed through that conflict 
when his own righteousness passed out of sight. He 
always wondered at the greater costliness of his former 
spirituality, and the smaller satisfactions of it. The 
facts he had been trying to make out as the will of 
God seemed poor and uninteresting compared with 
the great fact freely given to him. As he looked 
back upon the contents of his old message to man- 
kind, he was amazed at its poverty as compared with 
the new message. We speak of the Christian martyr- 
doms, but they are nothing, all of them put together, 
as compared with the numbers self-sacrificed upon 
the altars of religions woven up out of men’s own 
minds. It was Paul's old life which had taxed him 
beyond endurance. The sinner must always contend 
with more obstacles than the saint. The attitude of 
determined distrust and suspicion uses up more power 
than that of belief. We never know what a splendid 
thing our will is until it is released from wilfulness 
and made over to God. Then it dawns upon us that 
never till then did we have a faculty really worthy the 
name of a will. 
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What Did Caiaphas Know About Jesus? 


The question ‘‘ what does a man know ?’’ is not 
nearly so important as the question ‘‘what does he 
do with what he knows?’’ The less important ques- 
tions are seldom answered for us in the Bible, while 
the more important are pretty sure to be. Here isa 
question about Caiaphas that the Bible does not seem 
to answer, and that uninspired man, therefore, need 
not trouble himself with. An Indiana reader asks : 

Will you kindly state in your paper your opinion of Caia- 
phas? See John 11 : 43-52, and 18:14. Did he know that 
Jesus was the Christ? If so, how did he know ? 

When Caiaphas argued that ‘‘it was expedient that 
one man should die for the people,*’ it appears that 
he was counting Jesus a dangerous agitator, whose 
death would save the people from being led astray. 
John adds, indeed, that Caiaphas did not realize the 
significance of what he was saying, for ‘‘ this he said 
not of himself: but [unconsciously] he prophesied.’’ 

The Gospels do not tell us whether Caiaphas ever 
recognized the true identity of Jesus Christ. They do 
tell us that he rejected Jesus Christ. And that is the 
more important question. For Caiaphas may have 
known that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, and still have sought to crucify him. Many 
another man has known Christ, and done so. __ Belief 
that Jesus is the Christ and Saviour saves no man. 
‘«The demon’ also believe, and shudder.'’ What 
one does with his belief marks the line between 
heaven and hell. 

x 


Rummaging for Lame Lambs 

It is pleasant to have hearty words of apprecia- 
tion and co-operation from readers of the Times; and 
such letters are far more numerous than letters of 
criticism,—though perhaps those who follow this de- 
partment may not have supposed so, because ques- 
tions and criticisms are, of course, oftener considered 
here than words of approval. A Quebec reader just 
now heartens the Editor by cordial comment on the 
Times’ stand against church fairs and the like; and 
he also asks a question, writing as follows : 


I want to thank you for your remarks in Notes on Open . 


Letters in your issue of November 24 on ‘‘ The Wrong of Mix- 
ing Giving with Buying.”’ 

Some time ago I got one hundred®of your pamphlets on 
giving, and like them very much ; but I wish you would add 
to it, or issue another, giving the questions and replies on this 
question that have from time to time appeared in the Notes 
on Open Letters, The editorial referred to is O. K., but if 
the matter was put in the form of question and answer, as they 
have appeared from time to time, I believe it would be much 
more effective, and I think the rights and wrongs of Christian 
giving need to be made very plain in this day. 

There is a custom prevailing here which I do not remember 
to have seen mentioned in the Times, and upon which I would 
like your opinion. For example, a church wants a new carpet 
for its parlor. The ladies will organize a ‘* rummage sale,’’—all 
sorts of things, principally clothing that has become cutgrown 
or for some reason laid aside, are gathered together and sold 
at a reasonable price to poor people, and whatever they real- 
ize is devoted to the purchase of the carpet or for some other 
fund in connection with the church or Sunday-school. 

Some claim that they can give in this way when they can’t 
give money, and that it is better the poor should pay some- 
thing for these things than to give them outright. 

To me it has the a ag py of giving the lame lamb instead 


of the perfect one. Am I right? 


Any sale, rummage or brand-new, at which part of 
the inducement to buy is the fact that the money will 
go to the Lord's work, does not help the Lord s work, 
but hinders it. For the Lord asks us to give to him, 
if we would be blessed ; nowhere does he suggest that 
that blessing will come from buying. And when the 
church asks people to buy so that the Lord’s work 
may be helped, the church is untrue to the duty that 
God has laid upon it to teach the blessedness of giv- 
ing. 

Not that there is anything wrong or unworthy in 
buying. The wrong is in mixing buying with giving. 
If a rummage sale could be conducted solely to offer 
poor people the opportunity of purchasing necessi- 
ties at a lower price than they could get them at stores, 
and the proceeds were then handed over to the church 
treasurer, while neither the donors nor the buyers of 
the ‘‘rummaged"’ articles knew that the money was 
thus given to the Lord, the objection might be re- 
moved. But that plan is hardly practicable. 

The Quebec reader's earnest desire for the repub- 
lishing of the various ‘‘Open Letter’’ editorial com- 
ments from the Times on this subject has been antici- 
pated. Last summer The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany published a ten-cent 36-page pamphlet entitled 


‘*Lowering Morals by Raising Money,"’ containing 
the Times’ editorial comments on a great variety of 
forms of the church-fair question, in answer to readers 
in more than a dozen states and provinces, and cover- 
ing a period of more than twenty years back. The 
treatment of the question is thus a representative one. 
The Times’ ‘‘ giving’? pamphlet to which the corres- 
pondent evidently refers is one entitled ‘‘ Does a 
Tenth Belong to the Lord?’’ It is published at two 
cents a copy, or $1. a hundred. 

No one lives who cannot, by self-denial, give some- 
thing to the Lord. No child of God ought to be de- 
frauded of the blessing that can come only through 
such self-denial, by being told that rummaging for a 
‘‘lame lamb"’ will do just as well. If a new carpet 
for God's house is needed, let us go down into our 
pockets and pay for it, even if we have to use the old 
carpet at home a while longer. And let us remem- 
ber the story credited to Dr. Henry van Dyke of 
Princeton, when he was talking about the best way 
for churches to raise money : 

‘There was a canny old Scots minister, who said 
one day from the pulpit, with a dry smile : 

‘« «Weel, friends, the kirk stands urgently in need 
of siller, and, as we have failed to get it honestly, we 
must e’en see now what a bazaar c.n do for us.’ ’’ 


x 


Why A. D. 30 for the 
Year of Christ’s Death ? 


The puzzles of chronology, whether in or out of 
the Bible, are more than enough to baffle any but the 
trained minds of scholarly experts; and the more 
scholarly a man is, the more likely he is to admit un- 
certainty in this field. The following question, from an 
Ohio reader, is a most natural one, and has doubtless 
arisen in the minds of many Sunday-school teachers 
during the course of the present International Lessons. 

It would be of interest to me to be set right as to the follow- 
ing. The time of the Sunday-school lesson of November 18, 
‘*Jesus Before Caiaphas,"’ is April 7, A. D. 30. ‘This would 
make Jesus only thirty years old. I have always been taught 
that he was,thirty-three years old. An explanation of this in 
your paper would help me in my class. 

It would not enlighten most Sunday-school teachers 
to be told that the puzzle is explained by the fact that 
the date of Jesus’ birth was B. C. 5,—or in the fifth 
year ‘‘ Before Christ.’” Yet such is the case. The 
whole trouble was caused by the making of a blunder 
many centuries ago, and now it is too late to correct 
the error. 

An abbot at Rome named Dionysius Exiguus, who 
lived in the sixth century A. D., established the 


‘reckoning of what is called the Christian era. He 


made it begin in the year of Rome 754, and not 
with the birth of Christ, but with the time of the 
Annunciation,—that is, making the starting point 
the Immaculate Conception, or the Incarnation. 
Dionysius’ Christian era commenced, then, at March 
25, 754 (year of Rome). But we know that Herod, 
who tried to slay the infant Jesus after learning of 
his birth, died in April, 750. Therefore the birth 
of Jesus (if it was December 25) must have been at 
least as early as December 25, 749, because it nec- 
essarily occurred before the death of Herod. That 
date was four years and three months earlier than 
the beginning of Dionysius’ Christian era (March 25, 
754). But it was too late to correct the error when it 
was discovered : imagine attempting to change the 
accepted dates of history ! , Moreover, scholars do 
not agree as to the exact extent of the error ; the birth 
of Jesus may have been even earlier than 749. The 
only thing to do was to continue on the Dionysius’ 
basis, knowing that Jesus was probably born in what 
is, by that reckoning, the 5th year B.C., or the year 
of Rome 749. This would make the first year A. D. 
(‘‘in the year of our Lord’’) correspond with the 
year of Rome 754, as shown by the following : 


Year of Rome 749, 750, 751, 752, 753; 754, 755: 
B.C. . &+ *} & a t- 
Thirty-three years and four months (the age of Jesus) 
from Decembér 25, 749 brings us to April, 783, which 
corresponds to A. D. 30. This explains how, by the 
reckoning upon which the present Christian era is 
based, Jesus was thirty-three years old in A. D. 30. 
A fuller discussion of this subject was given by 
Professor M. B. Riddle in ‘The Sunday School Times 
of February 27, 1904, in an article entited ‘‘ Why Is 
A. D. 1 Called B.C. 5 ?’’ 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 (Luke 24 : 36-53) 





The Christmas Message in Four Pictures 
, By the Very Rev. John Henry Bernard, D.D., Dean of St. Patrick’s 
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Bf coming of Christ is one of those great facts 
of history in which every man finds, according 
to his disposition and temperament, a message 
which peculiarly appeals to him. The message which 
it has for this man is not the-same which it has for 
that; for the revelation of Christ is manifold and 
varied, just because it is Catholic or universal. 

This manifoldness of the Christmas message that 
to you is born a Saviour which is Christ the Lord is 
remarkably illustrated by the various presentations of 
it which are given in the four Gospels. Each evan- 
gelist tells in his own way, as God taught him, of the 
appearing of Jesus Christ. Of this we have four pic- 
tures of the truth, none of them complete or exhaust- 
ive, but each supplementing the rest and each con- 
tributing something which we cannot afford to lose— 
each with its own appeal, which finds its response in 
the hearts of some, if not all. It is worth our while 
to think of the manysidedness of this revelation, as 
illustrated by these four pictures. 


I. 

We notice that no account of the circumstances of 
the birth of Jesus is given by St. Mark. For him ¢he 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God 
dates from the baptism in the Jordan and the tempta- 
tion in the desert. The picture which he gives us is 
the picture of the strong Master, mighty in word and 
deed, drawing all men to him bya secret attraction 
which all acknowledge, while none understand it— 
healing with his touch, casting out the demons of lust 
and impurity with his words of power, controlling 
nature herself and subduing her forces to his will, 
forgiving the sins of men, and declaring himseif their 
Lord. The essential thing for St. Mark is that he 
who is stronger than the sons of men has come in 
power and benediction ; for the Carpenter, the son 
of Mary (so he calls him) is none other than ¢he Son 
of the Most High God. This, to St. Mark is the de- 
ginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ. And there 
have been men in every age, with no taste for theol- 
ogy, or speculations about the unseen, to whom this 
is the abiding message of Christmas— 
the coming of One who is the world’s 


in swaddling clothes, and laid him in amanger. That 
is the memory that comes to her mind as she tells 
the story in later years. And when all wondered at 
the adoration of the Shepherds, there was one who 
was not surprised. She efi all these sayings, ponder- 
ing them in her heart, asa mother is wont to do. 
Twice is the Child’s wondrous progress recorded, 
for upon this a mother is apt to dwell. The child 
grew and waxed strong, filled with wisdom: for the 
grace of God was with him. And again, Jesus ad- 
vanced inwisdom and stature, and in favor with God 
and man. Itwas with a true instinct that the great 
painters of the Renaissance dwelt upon this picture 
of the mother and Child as they tried to reproduce 
and to express the story of the Nativity. For it is not 
only the simple beauty of St. Luke’s phrases that has 
enshrined them in the hearts of Christendom ; it is 
rather the truth of the note that they strike, which 
catches our ear and makes us listen. His appeal is 
to every man and woman that loves the sanctities of 
home, for his story tells of a perfect home, glad with 
the joy which a little child may bring. 


Ill. 

But as we go on we notice that’ St. Matthew finds 
in the nativity of Jesus not only a fact full of conse- 
quence and a picture of immortal beauty, but an 
event which had long been foreseen and prepared for 
in the purposes of God. He connects it with the an- 
cient words of hope which spoke of a deliverer of 
Israel. Zhe virgin shall be with child, and shall 
bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Im- 
manuel, God withus. For the writer of the first Gos- 
pel the birth of Christ is an event to which the previous 
history of his nation had pqinted, and to which the 
national literature had looked forward in hope. The 
dominating thought in St. Matthew's account of the 
birth and ministry of our Lord is that he was the pre- 
destined hero of his race, and that for him the great 
prophets had prepared the way. 

One had spoken of his birth in Bethlehem, another 
of the return from Egypt, another of the sorrows of 





the stricken city, when the children of Bethlehem 
were massacred by the king in a vain attempt to frus- 
trate the prophecies of the Christ. And if we try to 
restate all this in our modern ways of speech, we 
shall see that it means that the birth of Jesus Christ 
had long ago been provided for in the wisdom. of the 
Eternal. His was no ordinary birth, for it was the 
climax in the history “of Israel, the turning-point in 
the history of mankind. And so the historian must 
view it to-day. However differently he may express 
himself, his main thought must be that of the first 
evangelist, that the birth of Christ is the keystone 
of human history, that to it all previous history 
converged, as from it all later history takes it 
course. That is part, a large part, of St. Matthew's 
message. 


IV. 


We go deeper still when we approach the words 
of St. John,— Zhe Word became flesh. St. John 
tells nothing about the circumstances of Christ's 
birth, nor does he attempt to cannect it with previous 
history. Still less would he say, as St. Mark says, 
that the beginning of the gospel was the baptism in 
Jordan. Nay, he goes much farther back. /# the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. This for him is the 
true explanation of the ministry of power, of the 
miraculous birth, of the fulfilment or exemplifica- 
tions of prophecy in the Christ. The secret of Christ- 
mas for those who have learned from ‘St. John is that 
in the person of the wondrous Child we may see God 
incarnate. We are on holy ground when we approach 
this revelation of which St. John is the chief teacher. 
We cannot expect to master all its meaning. But it 
is not too much to say that it is the heart of the 
Christian creéds : that the Son of Mary is the Son of 
God, the incarnation of the Most High. 

And, further, it is this message of St. John which 
teaches us the great secret of life,—that the heavenly 
and the earthly, matter and spirit, are not contra- 
dictory to, or exclusive of, each other, but that 
each is most clearly revealed and most 
truly understood in relation to the 





Master, whom they feel to be the Master 
of their choice, in whose strengtheand 
purity they would fain have a share. It 
is not the whole of the Christmas mes- 
sage, but it is an aspect of it which pecu- 
liarly appeals to some. Their gladness 
in the yearly remembrance of Christ's 
birth is quickened by St. Mark's picture 
of the strong Son of Man. 


II 

In St. Luke we have the picture of the 
Child and His mother, perhaps the most 
beautiful picture in ‘‘the most beautiful 
book in the world.’’ This is the picture 
which from age to age has been exhibited 
afresh at Christmastide, as the matchless 
words are read which tell of the song of 
the angels, the faith of the shepherds, 
the proud and tender love of the mother 
for her first-born Son, St. Luke has 
more to tell, indeed, than this. The 
Child is not like other children in the 
manner of his coming; he is a Holy 


Child, the Son of God, promised to his sleep. 
.maiden mother by a messenger from 


heaven. Of this the evangelist will not 
permit us todoubt. But the story of his 
birth is told from the point of view, not 
of the theologian or the mystic, but of the 
mother who held him in her arms, 

We can be in little doubt as to the 
source of St. Luke’s information. The 
reserve, the reticence, which is every- 
where apparent in his opening chapters, 
lest too much should be said—the love, 
the pride, the trembling joy : we see 
them all, even as most of us have seen 
them in our own homes. Behold, the 
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me 
according to thy word. That is all that 
the maiden will say when her destiny 
is revealed to her. She wrapped him 





With Jesus’ Coming 


BY S. D. GORDON 








NEW glad glorylight shining down upon men, a new 
brightness gleaming among the stars, a joyous burst 
of music with a new sweetness never heard before by 
human ears, a host of attendant angels drawing near; 
above, a Father’s heart with a mother’s face tenderly look- 
ing down; below, wondering simple-hearted shepherds, a 
wayside inn, big-eyed cattle with sidewise gaze, a grave- 
faced gentle man keeping love-guard, a holy young mother 
softly crooning, a little wondrous-faced babe in a manger, 
while all the world around lay wrapped in darkness and in 


So Jesus came to His race of men. 


His coming touched the heavens into new glory, 
tuned the angel voices to new sweetness of music, revealed 
anew the reaching love of a Father’s heart, kindled a new 
tenderness in a strong man’s face, and a new strength of 
love in a pure woman’s spirit, and hallowed the abode of 
man’s dumb helpers. 


So Jesus comes into the world of a man’s life. Where- 
ever a door swings for him Jesus comes in. 
brings a new flood of light above, new music within, a 
new angel guard around, a new Father’s face, a new 
purity of heart, a new strength of love, a new fellowship 
with nature, a new brotherliness with all men. 


His coming 


other. It is in Christ, who was both 
God and man, that we most clearly 
see God. It is in Christ, who was 
both God and man, that we most 
truly understand man. Zhe Word was 
made flesh, and so we need not be 
surprised or bewildered if it is through 
the earthly that the heavenly is most 
surely revealed and received. St. Luke 
will teach us that in one way, as he shows 
us the sanctity of human affections, the 
sacredness of home. But St. John will 
teach it to us in another way, as he re- 
minds us that the Deliverer of whom 
prophets spoke and angels sang, who yet 
seemed to be only the Carpenter, the Son 
of Mary, was himself the Almighty and 
eternal God. This is his message. It 
is still through the earthly that the hea- 
venly is revealed and received. 


So it is that the appeal of Christmas is 
to all sorts and conditions of men. The 
Gospels present it in various ways, for 
the religion of the incarnation is meant 
for all, and embraces every phase of 
human life. So it is that Christmas 
binds all men together in its gladness. 
The young man, rejoicing in his strength, 
thanks God for the coming of this strong 
Master whom he may follow to the end. 
The mother and her children find their 
own best thoughts consecrated afresh by 
the vision of the Child at Bethlehem. 
The student of human life sees in the 
Christ him whom all the ages seek. And 
each and all may, in their own place 
and station, find in the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ the answer to all the rid- 
dles which perplex and trouble us, for 
this is God in man,—Son of Mary and 
Son of God. 





Dustin, IRELAND. 
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LESSON 12. 





COMMON VERSION 


36 4 And as they thus spake, Jesus himself 
stood in the midst of them, and saith unto 
them, Peace de unto you. 

37 But they were terrified and affrighted, 
and supposed that they had seen a spirit. 

38 And he said unto them, Why are ye 
troubled ? and why do thoughts arise in your 
hearts ? 

39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is 
I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have. 

40 And when he had thus spoken, he shewed 
them 4is hands and Ais feet. 

41 And while they yet believed not for joy, 
and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye 
here any mea: ? . 

42 And they gave him a piece of a broiled 
fish, and of an honeycomb. 

43 And he took #¢, and did eat before them. 

44 And he said unto them, These ave the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, 
which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and i” the psalms, concern- 


AMERICAN REVISLON 


36 And as they spake these things, he him- 
self stood in the midst of them, ! and saith 
unto them, Peace de unto you. 37 But they 
were terrified and affrighted, and supposed 
that they beheld a spirit. 38 And he said 
unto them, Why are ye troubled ? and where- 
fore do questionings arise in your heart? 39 
See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye behold me having. 40 ? And 
when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. 41 And while they still 
disbelieved for joy, and wondered, he said 
unto them, Have ye here anything to eat? 
42 And they gave him a piece of a breiled 
fish %. 43 And he took it, and ate before 
them. 

44 And he said unto them, These are my 
words which I spake unto you, while I was 
yet with you, that all things must needs be 
fulfilled, which are written in the law of Moses, 
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DECEMBER 23. JESUS ASCENDS INTO HEAVEN 


Luke 24 : 36-53. (Read Matt. 28: 16-20; Mark 16: 14-20.) Memory verses: 46-48 
Golden Text: While he blessed them, he was parted from them, ana carried up into heaven.—Luke 24 : 51 * 





COMMON VERSION 


and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day: 

47 And that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among 
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48 And ye are witnesses of these things. 

49 4 And, behold, I sena the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city 
of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with powe. 
from on high. 

50 4 And he led them out as far as to Beth- 
any, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed 
them. 

51 And it came to pass, while he blessed 
them, he was parted from them, and carried 
up into heaven. 

52 And they worshipped him, and returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy: 

53 And were continually in the temple, 
praising and blessing God. Amen. 












AMERICAN REVISION 


Christ should suffer, and rise again from the 
dead the third day ; 47 and that r@pentance 
4and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name unto all the 5nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. 48 Ye are witnesses of these 
things. 49 And behold, I send forth the 
promise of my Father upon you : but tarry ye 
in the city, until ye be clothed with power 
from on high. 

50 And he led them out untii hey were over 
against Bethany: and he lifted up his hands, 
and blessed them. 51 And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he parted from them, 
Sand was carried up into heaven. 52 And 
they 7 worshipped him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy : 53 and were continually 
in the temple, blessing God. 


* GoLpENn Text (Am. Rev.).—While he blessed them, he parted from them, and was carried up into 


heaven. 


} Some ancient authorities omit and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. *% Some ancient authorities 


ing me, 


they might understand the scriptures. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


66 HE success or the failure of the life-work of 
Jesus Christ depends upon you and me. Did 
‘you ever think of that before? Is it true? 
How is it true?” Begin your class teaching in that 
way. Then continue: 

What was the angels’ Christmas message? (Ask 
one in the class, having found the place in advance, 
to read aloud Luke 2: 10, 11.) The Christmas Gift 
of our Heavenly Father to all of us is a Saviour, his 
Son. 

Why have we been studying, all this year, about 
the Christmas Gift of God to men? (Some one read 
aloud John 20 : 31.) 

Have we all accepted the Christmas gift for our- 
selves? Do we all believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and believing, have we openly con- 
fessed our need of him, and accepted him, and thus 
found life in his name? If anyof us have not, let us 
make this the gladdest Christmas of our lives by 
taking this great Gift. 

But if we have all done so, is that enouyh? Is the 
highest duty that Christ lays upon us the duty of 
getting ourselves saved ? Was that his last word to 
his disciples ? 

With that question we come to the message of the 
Ascension. Without the Ascension, the Christmas 
joy of the angels at the birth of Jesus would be only 
an echo, instead of a present fact. Bethlehem with- 
out Olivet, and Christmas would have died nineteen 
centuries ago. 

Why did the angels tell men to rejoice? What 
was the ‘ good tidings ” of the first Christmas Day ? 
Here itis: joy which shall be to all the people: a 
Saviour. But Jesus taught about himself as a 
Saviour only three years, and he taught only a very 
small part even of the world of his day. Only once, 
as a man, did he go outside the boundaries of the 
land of the Jews. How, then, could this Christmas 
good-tidings of his Saviourhood reach a// the people 
of all the world and of all time ? 

The forty days of teaching after his Resurrection, 
of which his Ascension was the climax, answer this 
question. His disciples believed in him now as the 
Son of God, their Saviour. But that was not enough. 
If they stopped with that, the life-work of the Son of 
God would be a failure. Zhe success of the life of 
Jesus Christ now depended, not upon him, but upon 
those whom he trusted tocarry on his work. And 
tt still depends upon those whom he still trusts. 

So he laid upon his disciples the Great Commis- 
sion : to bring his work to its completion. He had 
only begun it. It was only at its beginning in the 
lives of those who had accepted him as their Saviour. 
It is only at its beginning to-day in the lives of 
those who have done no more than to accept him as 
their Seviour. To all who have found life and the 
Christinas joy in him he says, ‘‘Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all."" The disciples could never 
have done that as well while Jesus remained in the 
body on earth. Therefore ‘‘ while he blessed them, 
he parted from them.” The new responsibility that 
came to them because of his going was in itself a 
blessing, and we might read that verse, ‘‘ Because 
he parted from them [as a man], he blessed them.” 


and the prophets, and the psalms, concerning 
45 Then opened he their understanding, that me. 45 Then opened he their mind, that they 
might understand the scriptures; 46 and he 
46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, said unto them, Thus it is written, that the 


ch. 4. 7. 
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The disciples did their part, but the work is not 
finished. It rests upon us of to-day to fail in it o- to 
carry iton. We must choose whether we shall make 
Christ's past a success, or a failure. When he left 
this earth to return to heaven, he laid upon you and 
me the sacred privilege of carrying on the work that 
he had begun. What he asks us to do is to tell 
others who need him what he has done for us. He 
asks us to recognize the personal responsibility that 
he has laid upon us for the eternal life or death of 
those around us. ‘The responsibility of choice is 
theirs, of course ; but the responsibility of offering 
or withholding Christ’s invitation is ours. Are we 
meeting this responsibility? Are we making his 
past a success? Could we make a better resolution 
for the New Year than this; to look daily for oppor- 





The Mystery Box 


A Georgia life insurance man writes to the Editor : 

‘* The girls in my class were delighted to see their 
names on the Roll of Honor this week (November 24). 
They are doing most excellent work during this series. 
1 believe-that it is the life of any class to use this 
work.”’ 





A postal-card request to the Editor will bring you 
a leaflet yf yeep stimulating suggestions 2 
ting new life into your class through this work. Four 
new Honor Rolls are under way, and $140 in cash 

rizes, with Bibles and fountain pens, are offered for 

ystery Box Work. 


Answers to all the questions asked here can be 
found in the lesson articles in this issue. Don’t 
ovorlook the little italic sentences in between articles. 


1, What is the best way to pronounce ‘‘ God is 
nowhere ’’ ? 

2. What does the world need in addition to your 
admission of the gospel ? 

3. To whom was the third appearance of the 
risen Lord made ? 

4. Mention six gifts that come to us from the 
ascending Christ. 

5. What does the power from heaven do for us ? 

6. What does an Oriental mean when he speaks 
the word ‘‘ dastoor’’? 

7. How did a certain boy know that his kite was 
up in the sky, and what is the lesson in that for us ? 

8. In what two places did the events of this les- 
son occur ? 

9. What four wonderful facts did Jesus teach the 
disciples to believe concerning himself? 

10. What may have been the reasons for Jesus’ 
asking the disciples to meet him again in Galilee ? 
11. How does Jesus prove his divine dignity ? 

12. Why do only certain ships on the ocean re- 
ceive the Marconi wireless messages ? 

13. How many days passed between the resur- 
rection and the ascension ? 

14. In what respect was there now a change in 
the relationship between Jesus and his disciples ? 

15. How did some lads in Australia get people 
interested in the gold fields? 











omit ver. 40. * Many ancient authorities add and a honeycomb. 4Some ancient authorities read uxto. 
6 Or, nations. Beginning from Jerusalem, ye are witnesses 6 Some ancient authorities omit and wa- 
carried up into heaven. 4 Some ancient authorities omit worshipped him, and. See marginal note ou 


The American Revision copyright, 1901. by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


tunities—eand to use them—of telling others about 
our Saviou: ? 

In closing, use the following illustration, from S. D. 
Gordon's ** Quiet Talks on Service.” 

Somebody has supposed the scene that he thinks 
may have taken place after Jesus went back to 
heaven. The Master is walking with Gabriel, talk- 
ing intently, earnestly. Gabriel is saying, ‘‘ Master, 
you died for the whole world down'‘there, did you 
not?” ‘* Yes.” ‘* You must have suffered much,” with 
an earnest look into that great face. ‘‘ Yes,” again 
comes the answer in a wondrous voice, very quiet, 
but strangely full of deepest feeling. ‘‘ And do they 
all know about it?’’ ‘*Oh, no! Only a few in Pales- 
tine know about it so far.”- ‘‘ Well, Master, what’s 
your plan? What have you done about telling the 
— that you Aave died for them? What’s your 
plan?” : 

‘* Well,” the Master is supposed to answer, ‘I 
asked Peter, and James and John, and little Scotch 


. Andrew, and some more of them down there, just to 


make it the business of their lives to tell others, and 
the others others, and yet others, and still others, 
until the last man in the farthest circle has heard the 
story, and has felt the thrilling and the thralling 
power of it.” 

And Gabriel knows us folks down here pretty 
well. He has had more than one contact with the 
earth. He knows the kind of stuffin us. And he is 
supposed to answer, with a sort of hesitating reluc- 
tance, as though he could see difficulties in the work- 
ing of the plan, ‘‘ Yes—but—suppose Peter fails. 
Suppose after a while John simply does no? tell 
others. Suppose their descendants, their successors 
away off in the first edge of the twentieth century, 
get so busy about things—some of them proper 
enough, some may be not quite so proper—that ¢hey 
do not tell others, what then?” And his eyes are 
big with the intenseness of his thought, for he is 
thinking of the suffering, and he is thinking, too, of 
the difference to the man who hasn’t been told,— 
‘‘ what then?” 

And back comes that quiet, wondrous voice of 
Jesus, ‘** Gabriel, / haven't made any other plans,— 
1’m counting on them!’” 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson -Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


Orientals’ firm belief in spirits (Howie, 1). 

To be like Christ: bring a blessing when you come, and 
leave a blessing when you go (Perkins, 3). 

The reason for being always joyful (Goss, last). 

Four great facts taught by Jesus about himself (Dun- 
ning, second half of third paragraph). 

Christ’s parting promise, to us, as to them (Dunning, 
last two paragraphs). 

What creates missionaries ? (Sanders, last.) 

The disciples’ work, and ours, is ‘‘ the crowning and 
final act in the long drama of God’s self-revelation to man- 
kind ’’ (Sandess, 5). 

Christ wants us to ascend with him mow—to be in 
heaven on earth (Sanders, 6). 

The ascended Jesus is nearer to us than he was to his 
disciples before the ascension (McLaren, last). 

How we must witness for Christ (Illustrations, 2, 4). 

How to get the power (Illustrations, 5, 7). 

What the power has done (Illustrations, 6). 

How often may we seek for help ? (Illustrations, last.) 

















LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 (Luke 24 : 36-53) 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 
How to Locate this Lesson , 


HE third appearance of the risen Lord was to 
Peter (v. 34), but, before any of the appearances 
were known to them, two disciples left Jerusa- 

lem forEmmaus. Jesus met them onthe way, was not 
recognized, but finally made himself known to them 
at the evening meal, to which they invited him. He 
at once disappeared, and they returned to Jerusalem 
to tell their story. The lesson narrates the fifth and 
last sqpeenians of Jesus on that day, and then the 
story of the ascension. 

Place.—In a house at Jerusalem; then on the east- 
ern slope of the Mount of Olives, looking towards 
Bethany. 

Time.—On the evening of Sunday, April 9, year of 
Rome 783,—that is, A.D. 30. ‘hen forty days later 
(Acts 1 : 4), on Thursday, May 18, in the same year. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 36.—Stood in the midst of them’: St. John 
says (20:19), ‘tthe doors were shut.”—Peace be 
unto you: The usual Jewish salutation. (In this 
lesson, vs. 36, 40, 51, 52, have briefer marginal read- 
ings in the Revised Version. These omissions are 
supported by a Greek-Latin manuscript, designated 
D, which represents what is called the ‘* Western 
text.” As this manuscript usually enlarges, its omis- 
sions are regarded as weighty evidence. ) 

Verse 37.—‘‘Spirit” here implies the appearance 
of a departed spirit; hence the language of verses 
39. 40. 

Verse 40 is omitted in D. See on verse 36. 

Verse 41.—For joy: But their joy was mingled 
with doubt. 

Verse 42.—The weight of evidence is strongly 
against the phrase ‘‘and a honeycomb,” or, more 
exactly, ‘‘and from a honeycomb.” It is difficult to 
explain how it crept into the text. 

Verse 43.--And ate before them: The conclusive 
proof of the reality of his bodily resurrection. 

Verses 44-49.—These verses, at first sight, appear 
to have been spoken on the evening of the resurrec- 
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The Ascended Lord 


By Alexander 


|." us consider this lesson in three parts: Jesus’ 

first appearance to the assembled disciples (vs. 

36-43) ; his teaching during the period between 

the resurrection and the ascension (vs. 44-49); and 
the ascension itself (vs. 50-53). 

The first appearance to the assembled disciples. 
—How beautiful, and under the circumstances how 
striking, is the calm salutation, ‘‘Peace be unto 
you,” the ordinary greeting on meeting again after 
some ordinary absence! How it minimizes all that 
had passed since he and they had last been together, 
and how tenderly it would bear into the disciples’ 
hearts the assurance that, whatever had been 
changed, the sweet old love still knit him to them ! 
His first words made a bridge by which they could 
cross the awful gulf, and renew the old bond. How 
much they needed such an assurance is shown by the 
terror that still, even after it, possessed them and 
drew forth from him the gentle remonstrance : ‘‘ Why 
are ye troubled?” and the gracious permission to 
touch his hands and feet. How gracious the disci- 
ples felt it to be may be gathered from the fact that, 
in his extreme old age, the one who loved him most 
and had leaned on his bosom recalled it, using the 
very word:that Jesus had employed and saying, 
‘that which...our hands have sand/ed of the 
word of Life” (1 John 1: 1). y 

The sight of the pierced hands and feet convinced 
them of his identity ; the touch convinced them of 
his corporeity. But even these tests scarcely sufficed 
to fix the blessed fact securely in the discipies’ minds, 
for, as Luke tells us with keen insight, joy is slow to 
believe what it eagerly wishes might be true. There- 
fore he, who always deals patiently with incredulity 
which says ‘‘it is too good to be true,” gave yet 
another proof that he was veritably with them in 
bodily reality by eating before them, not to satisfy 
hunger, but to helptheir apprehension. That act dis- 
persed their lingering incredulity, and we hear an 
echo of it, when Peter adduced to Cornelius as the 
convincing evidence of the resurrection, that they 
‘*did eat and drink with him after he rose from the 
dead.” To them it was the proof of his corporeity ; 
to us it may suggest the question whether we are 
right in holding that our Lord rose from the dead 
with a “glorified” body, and not rather with the 
identical one which was his during his earthly life. 

Jesus’ teaching in the period between the Resur- 
vectzon and the Ascension.—A break evidently oc- 
curs between verse 43 and verse 44. In Acts 1, the 
parallel summary is specifically said to have been 
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tion day. But verse 49 must be placed later, to 
allow for the visit to Galilee narrated by Matthew 
and John. Verse 50 must be placed forty days later, 
according to Luke’s statement in Acts 1 : 3, 4. Proba- 
bly verses 44-48 sum up the instruction given during 
these forty days (comp. Acts 1: 4), though verse 44 
may have been spoken that evening. . 

erse 44.—Z/n the law of Moses: The Pentateuch 
(Genesis-Deuteronomy). A threefold division of the 
Old Testament prevailed among the Jews; but some 
think it was not current at this time. 

Verses 47, 48.—Beginning from Jerusalem, Ye 
are witnesses: Or, ** Beginning from Jerusalem, ye 
are witnesses.” ‘The latter view of the connection is 
more grammatical. The participle ‘* beginning,” ac- 
cording to the best authorities, is a nominative plural, 
most naturally agreeing with ‘‘ ye,” since there is no 
nominative in the preceding clause. The later 
scribes changed this participle to agree with what 
precedes, and then inserted ‘‘and” in verse 48. If 
connected with verse 47, the construction must be 
regarded as broken and irregular. 

Verse 49.—Zarry ye in the city: ‘* Of Jerusalem” 
is alater explanation. This verse must have been 
spoken after the disciples returned from Galilee.— 

ower from on high: Compare Acts 1 : 8, ** Ye shall 
receive power when [not ‘‘ after that ”) the Holy Spirit 
is come upon you.” 

Verse 50.—Over against Bethany: Literally, ‘‘ as 
far as toward Bethany.” Sothe oldest manuscripts. 
The change of two letters in Greek relieves a diffi- 
culty, for in Acts 1: 12, Luke places the ascension 
onthe Mount of Olives, The correct reading here 
shows that it was on the eastern slope of the moun- 
tain facing Bethany. 

Verse 51.—Parted from them: Active, not ‘‘ was 

arted. 
. Verse 53.—Continually in the temple: At the 
stated hours of prayer. It cannot be inferred that 
their place of assembling on the day of Pentecost was 
in the temple. 


WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Working at home is the best way of waiting for 
power for wider work. 


a 


Brought More Near 
McLaren, D.D. 


extended over ‘‘forty days,” but here there is no 
note of time. It is quite possible that Luke did not 
know how long had elapsed. between the resurrec- 
tion and the ascension, when he wrote the Gospel, 
but it is also possible that, his purpose in this chap- 
ter being to emphasize the valedictory character of 
these last days, he was not careful todo more than sum 
them up as briefly as might be. 

Comparing Luke’s two accounts, here and in Acts, 
we cannot but be sensible of a difference in tone and 
atmosphere in the two. Here there is but the slight- 
est reference to the Church’s future missionary work, 
whereas in Acts that work is the chief subject. Here 
the main stress is laid on the thought that his suf- 
ferings were the fulfilment of prophecy, and indis- 

ensable for the fulfilment of his office as the Christ. 

ere, in a word, the forty days are treated as the 
close of a life, in Acts they are regarded rather as 
the beginning of the church’s activity. Luke’s two 
narratives are each fitted to their respective places 
as being, in one case the close, and in the other the 
beginning of a great epoch. 

The ascension itself,—Luke here tells us that the 
ascension took place at some point near Bethany, 
while in Acts he merely mentions that after it the 
disciples came back ‘‘from the Mount of Olives.” 
How many memories of sweet fellowship and of 
mighty deeds clustered round that little village! 
There dwelt Mary and Martha, there he had raised 
Lazarus, thence he had set out on his triumphal 
entry into Jerusalem... And now, in some fold of the 
hill, he.parts from them and all that sweet commerce 
of friendship and love is to end. The very place 
chosen for the ascension reveals the aspect of the 
ascension with which Luke has chiefly to do here. 

No less tenderly beautiful is the only other detail 
given here. ‘ While he blessed them, he was parted 
from them.” His last words were blessing, and his 
words of blessing, like all his words, are spirit and 
life, and give the good which they invoke. That 
benediction was begun while they gathered closely 
round him, it was continued whilst he was parted 
from them, and its last words floated down to them 
as they ‘‘stood gazing up into heaven.” 

We have to think of no sudden rapture, but of. a 
slow, if we might so say, leisurely, effortless ascending 
up where he was before. Elijah was swept up in a 
whirlwind and borne beavenward in a chariot of fire. 
Jesus needed no helps to bear him upwards. The 
mortal prophet had to be lifted to a sphere not native 
to him ; the immortal Son of God went back of his 
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own will and by his own power tothe glory which 
he had with the Father before the world was, and 
carried his manhood, as well as his divinity, to his 
calm place at the right hand of God. 

‘They returned to Jerusalem with great joy,” as 
well they might, since they had a Jesus in the 
heavens, and his benediction in their hearts, He had 
promised them that his joy shouid remain in them, 
making their joy full. Perhaps some of them romem- 
bered how he had said, ‘It is expedient. for you that 
I go away,” and, even on the short walk back to Je- 
rusalem, began to feel that what had sounded as an 
impossibility was beginning to realize itself in their 
experience, in this deep gladness that calmed their 
spirits and sent them back, not lonely though left, to 
the temple, there to wait for the new gift which was 
to clothe them, and to bring their parted Lord to 
them more near, more dear, more known, and in- 
wardly more present and possessed than ever he had 
been whilst they ‘‘companied with him.” 


MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. 
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There ts no miracle without a message. 
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--2.. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie —— 


ws HEY wers TERRIFIED AND AFFRIGHTED, AND 

SUPPOSED THAT THEY BEHELD A SPIRIT (v. 37). 

The belief in the existence of spirits both 
good and bad is ancient, firm, and widespread 
throughout the Orient. Babylonians and Assyrians 
were ever terrified of, and affrighted by, these 
spirits, which they imagined peopled both eartl and 
air all around. Some of my familiar neighbors 
are careful never to throw a drop of water on the 
ground, especially if it be dirty water, without say- 
ing ‘‘dastoor,” to warn these spirits out of the way, 
lest any of them be hit by the water, and turn round 
to take vengeance on the offender. ‘There are spots 
up and down the country which are particularly 
dreaded, because they are supposed to be specially 
haunted by these spirits. It sometimes happens in 
the Soudan that families suddenly leave their abodes 
because some spirit comes to dwell in it, and many 
houses stand empty, and no native will dwell in 
them, because somehow they have become abodes of 
these imaginary spirits. ‘There are persons living 
who maintain that they have seen ‘‘spirits,”’ ‘‘ jims,” 
in a creek about one or two rods from my house ; 
but the strange thing about it is that these beings are 
visible at times, yet never tangible. Many people 
have seen them and heard them, so they allege, but 
as far as ever I have heard or read, nobody claims to 
have touched them ; if they are seen and heard it is 
at a distance." The disciples of our Lord cannot 
have been wholly free from such Oriental notions, 
for this is not the first time that they mistook the real 
presence of their Master for a shadow or a spirit 
(Matt. 14: 26), and on that occasion, as well as on 
this, doubts could be dispelled by the Lord reaching 
forth his hand to them (Matt. 14: 22, 23 ; Luke 24: 
39). ‘* Handle me and see.” 


SHWEIR, BEYROUT, SYRIA. 
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He proves his divine dignity by his human fellow- 


ship. 
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The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


ND when he had said this, he showcd them his 
hands and his feet (v. 40). The religion which 
we try to teach the children in our Sunday- 

schools is capable of proof. Thank God! not arith- 
metical proof, not demonstration impossible of rejec- 
tion, like a proposition in Euclid, but of proof sufficient 
to support the faith of him who wishes to believe. 
What more can you ask? If you wish to persuade 
your pupils, get hold of the evidence. Be abl to 
show them the hands and the-feet. 

Then opened he their mind, that they might un- 
derstand the scriptures (v. 45). Some teachers can 
‘*open the scriptures,’”’ but the great teachers are 
those who can ‘‘open understandings.” You have 
often felt (even if you have not observed) this differ- 
ence. In one case, the poem, essay, parable, proph- 
ecy, seemed suddenly to become comprehensible. 
In the other, a new brain cell seemed to burst, and 
from that moment you were tenfold the thinker you 
had been before. What an achievement! No mere 
porertare can do this. It is the work of a High 

riest of the soul. No one else has performed this 
mental miracle like Jesus Christ. He opens new 
windows. He seems to create new faculties. Thou- 
sands of persons are waiting to affirm that, until 
they yielded their minds to his control, they had not 
comprehended life at all. We are aiming too low if 
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we simply seek to explain lessons and not awaken 
the slumbering souls of our pupils. 


Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
(v. 46). To our limited vision, nothing could seem 
less believable. There is an eternal fitness in the 
sufferings of bad men, but a good man, a man of 
spotless purity and illimitable love, that he should 
suffer, surely it is unfit, inconsistent, unbecoming! 
Ah! how little we know about the “ eternal fitness” 
of things!- In my boyhood I spent hours over the 
celebrated ‘* Chinese puzzle,” again and again throw- 
ing it down in despair. ‘*‘ These parts can never be 
oe together; they cannot be made to fit!” I cried. 

ut my big brother knew how to make them fit. 

Ye are witnesses of these things (48). It wasa 
solemn moment when the last disciple died who had 
seen the Saviour. When there was no longer any 
one who could say, ‘‘ These eyes have seen, these 
hands have touched, the body of the Son of God,” a 
new era began. In a certain sense, the written word 
is as trustworthy as the speaking voice, but the effect 
is not the same. Think of hearing John utter those 
words, the very reading of which sends such thrills 
all up and down our backs: ‘‘that which we have 
seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, and our 
hands handled, .. . declare we unto you.” This sort 
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The Illustration 
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of testimony no one can give now, but there is one 
not less convincing. To say, ‘‘I have tried this 
philosophy of Jesus Christ and it holds,” is to speak 
with an irresistible power. To say, ‘‘I have had fel- 
lowship with the Son of God,” is to utter a testimony 
whose impressiveness no listener can wholly deny. 

And... returned to Fy ayy with great joy 
(v. 52).: Let us pray God for more joy. he social 
atmosphere to-day is rank with pessimism and de- 
spair. I have just been reading a volume of poetry 
which is nothing but a long and plaintive wail, an 
uninterrupted howl, about the sadness of life! An 
old Norseman, coming back to earth, would look 
down upon the masses of jaded and ennuied people 
who hill their air with such whinings with more con- 
tempt than upon a litter of sick puppies. Multitudes 
of us lack even the Pagan courage of life. And yet 
we live in an era of joy. Inthe cup of our daily ex 
istence are all the ingredients that ought to uplift 
us with the ecstasy of being. God is love; Christ is 
risen, and Christ is with us. What more do we need 
to know ! 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 


Because he has gone for us he has not gone from, us. 
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Round-Table 





si HE Illustration Round-Table” is becoming an 

increasingly valuable feature of the Times’ 

Lesson- Helps. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used 
in the Times, and two dollars for the des? illustration 
used for each week's lesson. All readers are invited 
to assist in the conduct of this mutual department. 
But note particularly the following: 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
sender’s name and address, and must state the source 
from which the illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 

The date on which illustrations are due is shown 
by thiscalendar. Notice the change in schedule over 
the schedules published previous to November ro. 


3. January 20.—Man’s Sin and God’s Promise (Gen. 


te a). | rere Due Dec. 8 
& “* 297.—The Story of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4: 
ON «it be < oO Sek Dec. 8 
5. February 3.—Noah Saved in the Ark (Gen. 8: 1-16), “ Dec. 8 
6. ad 10.—Abram Called to be a Blessing (Gen. , 
ot? SRA ee ee ee “ Dec. 8 
9. ™ 17. —-Lot’s Choice (Gen. 13: 1-13) .... “« Dec. 8 
8. " 24..—God’s Covenant with Abram (Gen. 
96.3, MOR) «> 5 te Sa 2 ee 8 “ Dec. 8 
9. March 3.—Abraham Pleading with Sodom (Gen. 18 : 
rrr ee ee “« Dec. 8 
10. “ 10,—Isaac a Lover of Peace (Gen. 26: 12-25). ‘ Dec. 8 
1  17.—Jacob and Esau (Gen. 27 : 15-23, 41-45) . ‘f Dec. 15 
12. ** 24.—Woes of Drunkenness (Isa. 28 : 7-13). . . “ Dec. 22 
13. ** 31.—Eastef Lesson (1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55-58). . ‘* Dec. 29 


Or, Review. 


How a Child Spelled It Out 


NDas they spake these things, Jesus himself stood 
A in the midst of them (v. 36).~ Aninfidel was one 
day troubled in his mind as he sat in his room 
alone while his little girl was away at Sunday-school. 
He had often said, ‘‘ There is no God,” but he could 
not satisfy himself with his skepticism. To quiet his 
troublesome thoughts he took some large cards and 
printed on each of them, ‘‘God is nowhere,” then 
hung them up inhis study. His little daughter soon 
came home, and began to talk about her Heavenly 
Father. Her father pointed her to one of the cards, 
and said: *t Read that.” She climbed to achair and 
began eagerly to spell it out: ‘*G-o-d, God, i-s, is, 
n-9-w, now, h-e-r-e, here ; God is now here. Isn’t 
that right, papa? I smow it is right—-God zs now 
here.” The father’s heart was touched, and his infi- 
delity banished, by the faith of his little one.— Zhe 
Rev. Forest F. Shoup, Buffalo, N. Y. 


How the Bible Is Put on Trial 
Ye are witnesses (v. 48). From Japan comes the 
story of an exposition of Christianity from a man 
who obtained a Bible which he read with much inter- 
est. When he had finished, he said : ‘‘ This is a fine 
thing in theory, but I wonder how it would work in 
— ?” On the train on which he was traveling 
e noticed a lady, who, he was told, was a Christian. 
He watched her attentively, to see how she would 
act, and said: ‘‘If Ican see anything in her conduct 
like this Book, I will believe it.” Before the day was 
over he had seen so many little acts of unselfishness 
on her part, and so much thoughtfulness and consid- 
eration for the comfort of her fellow ager pe ae that 
he was deeply impressed. The result of that railway 
ride was that he went to his home determined to 
make the Bible the guide of his whole life. How 
many of us would have stood the test to which that 
Christian woman in the train was ea ? 
— Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. rom 
the Ram's Horn. 


The Witness of the Nuggets 

Ye are wiihesses of these things (v. 48). Be- 
fore the Australian gold fields were opened, experts 
were sent to explore the district. They made 
their survey and sent in their report that gold 
would be found. But somehow no one was greatly 
interested. Some time after, some lads came from 
the Bush to Melbourne with some lumps of yellow 
ore in their pockets. ‘‘ Why,” said those to whom 
they showed it, ‘‘that’s gold ; where did you get it?” 
“Oh?” said they, ‘‘there’s plenty of it up our 
way.” Next morning every one who could go was off 
to the diggings. As witnesses to Christ our lives must 
show that we have the nuggets.—Mrs. Minnie 
Watts, Clapham Park, London, Eng., From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. 


The Argument that Won the Infidel 

Ye ave witnesses of these things (v. 48). A min- 
ister had. delivered a course of addresses on infi- 
delity, and, astime went on, he was delighted to find 
that a certain infidel was anxious to unite himself 
with the church. ‘‘ Which of my arguments did you 
find the most convincing,” asked the minister. ‘* No 
argument moved me,” was the reply, ‘* but the face 
and manner of an old blind woman who sits in one of 
the front rows. I supported her one day as she was 
groping along, and, putting out her hand to me, she 
asked, ‘Do you love my blessed Saviour?’” The 
look of deep content, her triumphant tones, made me 
realize as never before that He who could suffice to 
make one so helpless bright and glad, must be a 
blessed Saviour indeed.—Zdith Shand, Wéindsor, 
Nova Scotia. From the Ram's Horn. The prize 
Sor this week is awarded to this tllustration. 


Who Receives the Power ? 


But tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power (v. 49). This suggestive illustration 
comes from the Chautauquan Daily: Out there 
on the broad Atlantic there will toss up and down, 
it may be, a hundred ships. To one of these ships, 
and only one, there will come the Marconi mes- 
sage. And why does it come? Because at the 
top of the mast there is a little piece of apparatus 
known as a receiver, and itis in rhythm with the 
apparatus from which the message comes. Then the 
message yy ag ee! and intelligence.— Wi//iam 
J. Hart, D. D., Earlville, N. Y. 


The Power that Shook Hell-Gate 


Tarry ye... until ye be clothed with power from 
on high (v. 49). In 1885, a successful effort was 
made to rid the East River, New York, of the men- 
acing rock called ‘‘ Flood Rock,” which -gave the 
name of ‘‘ Hell-Gate " to the water-way at that place. 
For years it had been a terror to the sailor, and ship 
after ship had gone down through its agency. For 
ten years previous to 1885 engineers worked at its 
removal. ‘They had tunneled under the river, and 
had drilled and channeled into every corner of that 
mighty ‘‘Flood Rock,” until it was honeycombed 
with cavities and avenues. Then they deposited in 
it fifteen thousand cartridges, carrying 275,000 
pounds of explosives. These explosives were con- 
nected with a network of copper wire, which led out 
and up to an electric battery on the far-off shore. 
Ten years’ work was at an end, and still the rock 
reared its head, as menacing as ever. Then a little 
girl pressed a button which freed the electric current 
and sent it thrilling through the wires. There was 
a shock like that of an earthquake, :nd that mighty 
monster went up into the air two hundred feet, and 
then fell far into the deep. Until the power was 
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loosed, the work and labor of years was unavailing. 
but one flash of power completed and crowned the 
labor. Christ had finished his work. The channel 
had been cut, the weary labor ended. Christ went 
to send the power ; and, when it came, it shook the 
world.— The Rev. Hugh T. Kerr, Hutchinson. Kan. 


Why They Were Kept Waiting 

But tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power from on high (v. 49). At Northfield, 
last summer, Dr. Wilton Merle Smith recalled what 
Mr. Moody once said as to why the disciples had 
to wait ten days before the blessing of Pentecost 
came: ‘I fancy they waited one day, and said, 
‘ Why does not the blessing come ?’ Then Thomas 
arose and said, ‘ Why, brethen, I believe the trouble 
is with me. I am not entirely free from my doubts.’ 
And then another apostle arose and said, ‘I think 
the trouble must be with me. Iam not entirely rid 
of my desire to be first in the kingdom.” And by and 
bY. perhaps the next “7. Peter arose and said, 
‘Brethren, pray for me. I still want to be the pri- 
mate here in the - kingdom, and I want you to pray 
for me.’ So there followed confession from one after 
another of these disciples, and by and by the Spirit 
of God came upon them all. The cleansing made 
the power.”"—Harry H. Crawford, Argyle, 


Feeling the Pull 

While he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and was carried up into heaven (v. 51). Dr. Whit- 
man, the founder of Whitman College, at Walla Walla, 
Washington, says he was once deeply impressed by 
the following incident. As he was walking through 
the fields, he noticed a boy standing still for a long 
time, with his right arm raised, and his eyes gazing 
into the sky. ‘‘ What are you looking at, my lad ?”’ 
he asked. ‘‘My kite.’ ‘But I can’t see any kite,” 
** Neither can I, but I feel the pull.” We may ‘feel 
the pull,” if we will. It lifts us above the trials, the 
disappointments, of thisearth, It will bring us at last 
to be with him where he is.—May Raymond Selleck, 
Salem, Ore. From The Sunday School Advocate. 


With Every Tangle 

And were continually in the temple blessing 
God (v. 53). Once there was a a oe was very 
much interested in fine weaving. e not only em- 
ployed those who knew how to weave, but he him- 
self knew how it should be done, and he told the 
people never to hesitate to come to him for help and 
advice. Among the weavers was a little child who 
never seemed vexed or worried. She sang happily 
at her work, which was beautifully done. One day 
the others asked, ‘‘ Why is it that you are always so 
happy and successful, and we sooften have trouble ?” 
Do you not go to the king?” she asked. ‘‘ Yes, we 
go to him every night and morning ; but we make 
mistakes during the day?” ‘* Why,” said the child, 
‘the told us to come to him whenever we had any 
difficulties, and I go when there is the least little tan- 
gle, and then I do not have any great mistakes to 
take out.”—-Lorinda B. Spellman, East Cleveland, 
Ohio. 
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Peace precedes power. 


i 
The Perkins Home Letters 


The son says the closing scenes 
symbolize Christ's whole ministry. 


DEAR MOTHER: 


You asked me to write and tell you more 
about my Wednesday afternoon visits among the 
Sunday-school and church folks, and their families. 
Well, it’s too bad that I haven’t written more about 
it; but the truth is, it has all opened up such a 
wonderful field of usefulness for me that it hasn’t 
left me much time to write. And I want to tell you, 
mother, that the people are more interested in learn- 
ing about Jesus Christ than most of us ever think. 
Why, they’re just hungry to have some one speak to 
them about him. The most of them are much more 
willing to hear about him than we are to tell about 
him. That’s surely true. 

And why shouldn’t they be? As I’ve been sitting 
with my Bible open at this closing chapter in Luke, 
my mind-has gone back over his earthly ministry, 
and I’ve been thinking: of his kindness, patience and 
his love. Who wouldn't love and want to know more 
about him? Think of his patience in those closing 
scenes, when he dealt so kindly with their doubt and 
surprise! Think of his willingness to explain to them 
the things they didn’t understand! And it was cer- 
tainly fitting that he should leave behind a blessing 
as he departed from them. 

After all, mother, that’s a symbol of his life— just 
bringing a blessing with him when he comes, and 
leaving a blessing behind him when he goes. To be 
like Christ, that’s what a Christian should do. Really 
now, | wonder how much I’ve been like Christ to- 
day! Have I brought blessings to the people I’ve 
met, and left blessings with them ? 

But, there, I mustn’t fill my letter with my own 





LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 (Luke 24 : 36-53) 


ersonal questions. These lessons are nearly over. 
oo to tell you how grateful I am to you for per- 
suading me to join your correspondence class. I 
wonder after all, mother, whether this wasn’t one of 
* your schemes to get us two grown-up children nearer 
to our Bibles. You always were great on schemes. 
If that was your plan, it surely worked with me. 
Never before have I read my Bible in a real search 
for truth, as I have this year. Your plan has brought 
me a great blessing. 

And now, mother, I’m sure we'll all join in asking 
you to write about the review lesson for the whole 
year. 

Your loving son, 
. Jim. 
5 4 


Words of peace are worthless except from hearts 
that have overcome pain. 


oe 


The Lesson in Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Gifts to Us from the Ascending Christ 

1. Peace: 

Peace be unto you (36). 
Peace I leave with you (John 14 : 27). 
He is our peace (Eph. 2 : 14). 
The kingdom of God is... peace (Rom. 14: 17). 
2. Faith : 

Wherefore do questionings arise ? (38-43). 
Received his witness . . . that God is true (John 3 : 33). 
Having the same spirit of faith (2 Cor. 4 : 13). 
We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5 : 7). 
3- Knowledge : 

Then opened he their mind (44-46). 
Open thou mine eyes... wondrous things (Psa. 119 : 18). 
The Holy Spirit shall teach you (Luke 12 : 12). 
That we might know the things. . . of God (1 Cor. 2: 11, 12). 
4. Testimony : 

Remission... preached... Ye are witnesses (47, 48). 
Let your light shine before men (Matt. 5 : 16). 
Ye shall be my witnesses (Acts 1 : 8). 
With the mouth confession is made (Rom. fo : 10). 
5- Power: 

The promise... clothed with power (49). 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed (Isa. 44 : 3). 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 : 4). 
Diversities . , . but the same Spirit (1 Cor. 12 : 4-6). 
6. Praise : 

Continually ... blessing God (50-53). 
Day by day... in the temple... praising (Acts 2 : 46, 47). 
To him be the glory for ever (Rom. 11 : 33-36). 
Singing and making melody (Eph. 5 : 19, 20). 

% 


* 


This world needs not only your admission of the 
gospel, but your transmission of it. 


ts 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Luke 24 : 36-53 . . . . Jesus ascends into heaven 
‘Tuesday.—Matt. 28: 16-20 . . .... . The last command 
Wednesday.—Acts I: 1-9. ...... . . Promise of power 
‘Thursday.—Acts 5 : 24-32... . .A Prince and a Saviour 
Friday.—Eph. 1 . j5-23 . . ... ..... =. . Head over all 
Saturday.—Phil.2:5-13 ........ .. Highly exalted 
Sunday.—-Heb. 2:1I-lIo . ..... . . Crowned with glory 


<= 
The wider the vision the deeper the peace. 


J ph) 
From the Platform - 


By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson 


‘The disciples of Jesus were together in Jerusalem 
talking about Jesus. Who appeared among them ? 
What was the first thing he said? But that did not 
quiet the fears of the startled men. Jesus told them 
to look at his hands and feet, and then asked them if 
they had anything to——-? What did they give 
him? Yes, and he took it and ate it. Then they 
knew he was really alive—really among them again. 

** Now will you notice that Jesus had two messages 
tor these close friends of his. The first you have 
told me—‘ Peace be unto you.’ It was what any one 
in that country would have said when meeting an- 
other. But what meaning the words have just here ! 
For Jesus’ ‘ peace’ was not like the ordinary ‘ good- 
day’ of one man meeting another. 
than that, ‘My 





ace I give unto you; not as the 


world giveth, give I unto you’ he had said. His 


It went deeper: 
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peace was to abide with them. They were to havea 
quiet mind. Do you remember that beautiful hymn 
of Whittier’s beginning 


* Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways’? 


And one verse of it goes like this : 


* Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
’ Till all our strivings cease ; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace.’ 


Shall we say that together? Itis just the wa Jesus, 
I think, wished his disciples to live. (Write ‘a 
Steady Mind.’) 

‘*But he had yet another message. He was to be 
preached by them—how far? Yes, among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Repentance and 


TEADY 
HAVE A chew L- SAVING 





IND 
ESSAGE 











the sending away of sin was to be preached, a soul- 
saving message to a needy world. (Write ‘Soul- 
Saving Message.’) 
‘*Could Jesus have spoken any parting words of 
eater importance? Be quiet, be steady, know that 
yen with you in very truth, Then go,—go and 
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teach others everywhere about me— about the turn- 
ing away from evil, and the sending away of their 
sins, 

‘*Let me put two words just here for us to think 
about with the others. (Write ‘Have I,’ just before 
‘a’). Both ought to be true of us, if we are heeding 
these parting words of our Saviour.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘** Bible Songs '"’) 


** Look, ye saints ; the sight is glori- 
ous."’ 


Psalm 24 : 7-10. 


[a : I-3. 

** See the Conqueror mounts in tri- (314 5 4931-3) 
umph.” . Psalm 47 : 1-5.) 

‘Christ our King to heaven as- (63: 1-2. 99: 1-4.) 
cendeth.”’ ‘ 

‘* Hail the day that sees him rise.” Psalm 68 : 17-20. 

‘The eternal gates lift up their (91:1, 2 136: 1, 2.) 

S heads."’ ‘ Psalm 110: 1-7. 

‘**Our Saviour, who for man hast t. ae 

trod.” (159: 1-4. 224: 1-4.) 


Psalm 149 : 1-4. 
(224 : 1-4. 326: 1-3.) 


‘* Work, for the night is coming."’ 
‘* A charge to keep I have."’ 


bd 


The facts of heaven are often so far beyond even 
our faith that we cannot but look on them with fear. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 

a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





Lesson Material: The Last Good-bye ’Words of 
Jesus. 


Lesson Aim: His Last Message. “‘ Go, Teach,” and 
His Last Blessing, “Lo, I am with You 
Alway,”’ are for Us. 


INTRODUCTION. 


At Christmas time we try to find out what our 
friends would like ; then we try to please them by 
giving just those things. I knew a little girl who 
used to ask everybody invthe family, ‘‘ What do you 
want for Christmas?” Perhaps you have decided 
what you will give to father and mother and all the 
rest. 

As Christmas celebrates the birthday of Christ, 
wouldn’t it be nice to find out what he would like, 
and then try to please him all next year by doing 
just these things ? Of course he wants our love, but 
we must prove our love in some way. In his last 
good-bye message to his disciples he told what would 

lease him. People remember good-bye messages a 
ong time. 


REVIEW. 


When Jesus was taken so suddenly from the disci- 
ples that night in the garden, they had no chance to 
say good-bye, and besides, they were so frightened 
that they ran away. On the very next day he was 
crucified and buried. When their leader was gone, 
they were very sad, and wondered what might hap- 
pen to them, so they met together to talk it over, and 
to plan what they should do. Howthey missed him! 

Did your parents ever go away and leave you at 
home? Were you lonesome? Not so much while in 
school or at play, but at bedtime how you missed 
mother, who always tucked you in, then kissed you, 
and said, ‘‘ Good-night ; God bless you, my dear.” 

The disciples had been with Jesus so much that 
they were almost heart-broken, for they never ex- 
pected to see him again, but you know the good news 
that Mary brought: ‘‘He is risen.” They couldn’t 
believe it, even when two men came in the evenin 
and told them that Jesus had met with them an 
talked with them as they journeyed into the country. 


LESSON. 


While they were wondering about this, they looked 
up, and there stood Jesus among them. They were 
frightened, and thought he must be a spirit, but 
Jesus said, ‘‘ Peace be unto you,” and proved to them 
that he was really Jest (vs. 38-40). hen he asked 
for something to eat, and they gave him a piece of 
fish and some honey, which he ate. 

He explained that everything that had happened 
had been promised ae | before all through the Old 
Testament, in the books of Moses (show them), in 
the prophets, and in the Psalms, that Christ had to 
suffer and to rise from the dead, and that his name 


- should be preached among all nations, and that they 


had seen these things come true. Then they began 
to understand, and their hearts were glad. 

But Jesus had not come back to stay with them as 
he did before. Once again he came to them in the 
upper room, where they met. Then the disciples 
went back to their homes in Galilee. Seven of them 
went fishing one whole night, but they caught noth- 
ing. In the early morning they saw Jesus waiting 
for them on the shore. He told them where to cast 
the net, and when they came to the shore with a 
great load of fishes he talked to them very lovingly. 

Almost six weeks had passed since Jesus rose from 
the dead, when he met the disciples for the last time. 
Once again they journeyed over the Mount of Olives 
towards Bethany. (Make asimple sketch.) He gave 
them his last message, ‘‘Go, teach all nations.” 
(Write ‘‘Go Teach.’’) He told them they must be- 
gin at Jerusalem, and that they must wait there until 
God sent his Holy Spirit to be their helper. Then he 
spoke his last words of blessing, ‘* Lo, I am with 
you alway.’’ (Write that.) ‘‘ While he blessed them 
he parted from them, and was carried up into 
heaven.” Wasn’t it wonderful! (Memorize the 
text.) If the angels sang when Jesus was born, 
how they must have sung when he went back to 
heaven! Sing, ‘‘Glory to God in the highest.” 
When Jesus was born the angels said, ‘‘ Peace on 
earth.” When Jesus went away, he said to his dis- 
ciples, ‘‘ Peace be unto you.” The best Christmas 
present that any of us can give to Jesus is a heart of 
love, that shows we love him, because we are kind 
and loving to those around us. 

Just as friends on the shore wave good-bye, and 
watch the ship until it carries their friends out of 
sight, so the disciples watched until Jesus had passed 
from their sight. As they worshiped, they returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, and went to the temple, 
praising and blessing God. Have a quartet sing : 


‘* Hark! ten thousand harps and voices 
Sound the notes of praise above ; 
Jesus reigns, and heaven rejoices ; 
Jesus reigns, the God of love. 
See, he sits on yonder throne, 
Jesus rules the world alone. 
Hallelujah ! Amen.’’ 










‘GO-TEACH 
_SSPAN WITH Yous=# 
— ALWAY™ 


Introduce some of your Christmas hymns. 











Peoria, ILL. 
& 


The highest wisdom is always patient with the 
weak and prejudiced. 


(Graded Helps continued on next page, thira column) 
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we simply seek to explain lessons and not awaken 
the slumbering souls of our pupils. 

Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer 
(v. 46). To our limited vision, nothing could seem 
less believable. There is an eternal fitness in the 
sufferings of bad men, but a good man, a man of 
spotless purity and illimitable love, that he should 
suffer, surely it is unfit, inconsistent, unbecoming! 
Ah! how little we know about the ‘‘ eternal fitness” 
of things!- In my boyhood I spent hours over the 
celebrated ‘* Chinese puzzle,” again and again throw- 
ing it down in despair. ‘‘ These parts can never be 
= together; they cannot be made to fit!” I cried. 

ut my big brother knew how to make them fit. 

Ye are witnesses of these things (48). It wasa 
solemn moment when the last disciple died who had 
seen the Saviour. When there was no longer any 
one who could say, ‘t These eyes have seen, these 
hands have touched, the body of the Son of God,” a 
new era began. In a certain sense, the written word 
is as trustworthy as the speaking voice, but the effect 
is not the same. Think of hearing John utter those 
words, the very reading of which sends such thrills 
all up and down our backs: ‘‘that which we have 
seen with our eyes, that which we beheld, and our 
hands handled, ... declare we unto you.” This sort 


tr 


The Illustration 
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of testimony no one can give now, but there is one 
not less convincing. To say, ‘‘I have tried this 
philosophy of Jesus Christ and it holds,” is to speak 
with an irresistible power. To say, ‘I have had fel- 
lowship with the Son of God,” is to utter a testimony 
whose impressiveness no listener can wholly deny. 

And... returned to Jerusalem with great joy 
(v. 52).: Let us pray God for more joy. he social 
atmosphere to-day is rank with pessimism and de- 
spair. I have just been reading a volume of poetry 
which is nothing but a long and plaintive wail, an 
uninterrupted howl, about the sadness of life! An 
old Norseman, coming back to earth, would look 
down upon the masses of jaded and ennuied people 
who hill their air with such whinings with more con- 
tempt than upon a litterof sick puppies. Multitudes 
of us lack even the Pagan courage of life. And yet 
we live in an era of joy. Inthe cup of our daily ex 
istence are all the ingredients that ought to uplift 
us with the ecstasy of being. God is love; Christ is 
risen, and Christ is with us. What more do we need 
to know ! 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


Because he has gone for us he has not gone from, us. 


one 


Round-Table 





bi HE Illustration Round-Table” is becoming an 

increasingly valuable feature of the Times’ 

Lesson- Helps. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration that can be used 
in the Times, and two dollars for the des2 illustration 
used for each week’s lesson. All readers are invited 
to assist in the conduct of this mutual department. 
But note particularly the following: 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the 
sender's name and address, and must state the source 
from which the illustration was taken. 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers 
in this department is so large that it is not practicable 
to return unavailable manuscripts. Do not enclose 
return postage, as no manuscripts can be returned. 

The date on which illustrations are due is shown 
by thiscalendar. Notice the change in schedule over 
the schedules published previous to November ro. 


3. January 20.—Man’s Sin and God’s Promise (Gen. 


te ee area ee aa Due Dec. 8 
ra ‘*  27.—The Story of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4: 

ME lg eg Rs a BO a eas Dec. 8 
5. February 3.—Noah Saved in the Ark (Gen. 8: 1-16), “ Dec. 8 
6. - 10o.—Abram Called to be a Blessing (Gen. . 

> RR rae ea Dec. 8 
7: * 17. —Lot’s Choice (Gen. 13: 1-13) .... “« Dec. 8 
8. ” 24..—God’s Covenant with Abram (Gen. 

ee | re See ee Dec. 8 
9. March 3.—Abraham Pleading with Sodom (Gen. 18 : 

OO SIO EOE ELIT Ss Dec. 8 
10. “ y0,—Isaac a Lover of Peace (Gen. 26: 12-25). “ Dec. 8 
11. “* 1497.—Jacob and Esau (Gen. 27 : 15-23, 41-45) . “ Dec. 15 
12. ** 24.—Woes of Drunkenness (Isa. 28 : 7-13). . . “ Dec. 22 
13. ** 31,—Easter Lesson (1 Cor. 15 : 12-21, 55°58). . ‘* Dec. 29 


Or, Review. 


How a Child Spelled It Out 


NDas they spake these things, Jesus himself stood 
A in the midst of them (v. 36).~ An infidel was one 
day troubled in his mind as he sat in his room 
alone while his little girl was away at Sunday-school. 
He had often said, ‘‘ There is no God,” but he could 
not satisfy himself with his skepticism. To quiet his 
troublesome thoughts he took some large cards and 
printed on each of them, ‘‘God is nowhere,” then 
hung them up inhis study. His little daughter soon 
came home, and began to talk about her Heavenly 
Father. Her father pointed her to one of the cards, 
and said : ‘‘ Read that.” She climbed to achair and 
began eagerly to spell it out: ‘tG-o-d, God, i-s, is, 
n-9-w, now, h-e-r-e, here ; God is now here. Isn’t 
that right, papa? I s#xow it is right—-God zs now 
here.” The father’s heart was touched, and his infi- 
delity banished, by the faith of his little one.—7he 
Rev. Forest F. Shoup, Buffalo, N. Y. 


How the Bible Is Put on Trial 
Ye are witnesses (v. 48). From Japan comes the 
story of an exposition of Christianity from a man 
who obtained a Bible which he read with much inter- 
est. When he had finished, he said : ‘‘ This is a fine 
thing in theory, but I wonder how it would work in 
ractise ?"”. On the train on which he was traveling 
e noticed a lady, who, he was told, was a Christian. 
He watched her attentively, to see how she would 
act, and said: ‘‘ If Ican see anything in her conduct 
like this Book, I will believe it.” Before the day was 
over he had seen so many little acts of unselfishness 
on her part, and so much thoughtfulness and consid- 
eration for the comfort of her fellow gee prea that 
he was deeply impressed. The result of that railway 
ride was that he went to his home determined to 
make the Bible the guide of his whole life. How 
many of us would have stood the test to which that 
Christian woman in the train was unconsciously put ? 
— Nelson A. Jackson, Keuka Park, N. Y. rom 
the Ram's Horn. 


The Witness of the Nuggets 

Ye are witnesses of these things (v. 48). Be- 
fore the Australian gold fields were opened, experts 
were sent to explore the district. They made 
their survey and sent in their report that gold 
would be found. But somehow no one was greatly 
interested. Some time after, some lads came from 
the Bush to Melbourne with some lumps of yellow 
ore in their pockets. ‘‘ Why,” said those to whom 
they showed it, ‘‘that’s gold ; where did you get it?” 
“Oh?” said they, ‘‘there’s plenty of it up our 
way.” Next morning every one who could go was off 
to the diggings. As witnesses to Christ our lives must 
show that we have the nuggets.—Mrs. Minnie 
Watts, Clapham Park, London, Eng., From The 
Sunday School Chronicle. 


The Argument that Won the Infidel 

Ye are witnesses of these things (v. 48). A min- 
ister had, delivered a course of addresses on infi- 
delity, and, as time went on, he was delighted to find 
that a certain infidel was anxious to unite himself 
with the church. ‘‘ Which of my arguments did you 
find the most convincing,” asked the minister. ‘* No 
argument moved me,” was the reply, ‘* but the face 
and manner of an old blind woman who sits in one of 
the front rows, I supported her one day as she was 
groping along, and, putting out her hand to me, she 
asked, ‘Do you love my blessed Saviour?’” The 
look of deep content, her triumphant tones, made me 
realize as never before that He who could suffice to 
make one so helpless bright and glad, must be a 
blessed Saviour indeed.—#dith Shand, Windsor, 
Nova Scotia. From the Ram's Horn. The prize 
Sor this week ts awarded to this illustration. 


Who Receives the Power ? 

But tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power (v. 49) This suggestive illustration 
comes from the Chautauquan Daily: Out there 
on the broad Atlantic there will toss up and down, 
it may be, a hundred ships. Toone of these ships, 
and only one, there will come the Marconi mes- 
sage. And why does it come? Because at the 
top of the mast there is a little piece of apparatus 
known as a receiver, and itis in rhythm with the 
apparatus from which the message comes. Then the 
message yg ag ire! and intelligence.— William 
J. Hart, D. D., Earlville, N. Y. 


The Power that Shook Hell-Gate 

Tarry ye... until ye be clothed with power from 
on high (v. 49). In 1885, a successful effort was 
made to rid the East River, New York, of the men- 
acing rock called *‘ Flood Rock,” which ‘gave the 
name of ‘‘ Hell-Gate ” to the water-way at that place. 
For years it had been a terror to the sailor, and ship 
after ship had gone down through its agency. For 
ten years previous to 1885 engineers worked at its 
removal. ‘They had tunneled under the river, and 
had drilled and channeled into every corner of that 
mighty ‘‘Flood Rock,” until it was honeycombed 
with cavities and avenues. Then they deposited in 
it fifteen thousand cartridges, carrying 275,000 
pounds of explosives. These explosives were con- 
nected with a network of copper wire, which led out 
and up to an electric battery on the far-off shore. 
Ten years’ work was at an end, and still the rock 
reared its head, as menacing as ever. Then a little 
girl pressed a button which freed the electric current 
and sent it thrilling through the wires. There was 
a shock like that of an earthquake, nd that mighty 
monster went up into the air two: hundred feet, and 
then fell far into the deep. Until the power was 
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loosed, the work and labor of years was unavailing. 
but one flash of power completed and crowned the 
labor. Christ had finished his work. The channel 
had been cut, the weary labor ended. Christ went 
to send the power ; and, when it came, it shook the 
world.—7he Rev. Hugh T. Kerr, Hutchinson. Kan. 


Why They Were Kept Waiting 

But tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power from on high (v. 49). At Northfield, 
last summer, Dr. Wilton Merle Smith recalled what 
Mr. Moody once said as to why the disciples had 
to wait ten days before the blessing of Pentecost 
came: ‘I fancy they waited one sh and said, 
*‘ Why does not the wages | come?’ Then Thomas 
arose and said, ‘ Why, brethen, I believe the trouble 
is with me. I am not entirely free from my doubts.’ 
And then another apostle arose and said, ‘I think 
the trouble must be with me. Iam not entirely rid 
of my desire to be first in the kingdom." And by and 
by. perhaps the next wm Peter arose and said, 
‘Brethren, pray for me. I still want to be the pri- 
mate here in the kingdom, and I want you to pray 
for me.’ So there followed confession from one after 
another of these disciples, and by and by the Spirit 
of God came upon them all. The cleansing made 
— the power.”"—Harry H. Crawford, Argyle, 


Feeling the Pull 


While he blessed them, he was parted from them, 
and was carried up into heaven (v. 51). Dr. Whit- 
man,the founder of Whitman College, at Walla Walla, 
Washington, says he was once deeply impressed by 
the following incident. As he was walking through 
the fields, he noticed a boy standing still for a long 
time, with his right arm raised, and his eyes gazing 
into the sky. ‘‘ What are you looking at, my lad?” 
he asked. ‘‘Mykite.’ ‘But I can’t see any kite,” 
‘** Neither can I, but I feel the pull.” We may ‘feel 
the pull,” if we will. It lifts us above the trials, the 
disappointments, of thisearth, It will bring us at last 
to be with him where he is.—May Raymond Selleck, 
Salem, Ore. From The Sunday School Advocate. 


With Every Tangle 

And were continually in the temple blessing 
God (v. 53). Once there was a king who was very 
much interested in fine weaving. Ste not only em- 
ployed those who knew how to weave, but he him- 
self knew how it should be done, and he told the 
people never to hesitate to come to him for help and 
advice. Among the weavers was a little child who 
never seemed vexed or worried. She sang happily 
at her work, which was beautifully done. One day 
the others asked, ‘‘ Why is it that you are always so 
happy and successful, and we sooften have trouble ?” 
Do you not go to the king?” she asked. ‘‘ Yes, we 
go to him every night and morning ; but we make 
mistakes during the day?” ‘‘ Why,” said the child, 
‘he told us to come to him whenever we had any 
difficulties, and I go when there is the least little tan- 
gle, and then I do not have any great mistakes to 
take out.”—-Lorinda B. Spellman, East Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

b 4 


Peace precedes power. 


7 
The Perkins Home Letters 


The son says the closing scenes 
symbolize Christ's whole ministry. 


DEAR MOTHER : 


You asked me to write and tell you more 
about my Wednesday afternoon visits among the 
Sunday-school and church folks, and their families. 
Well, it’s too bad that I haven’t written more about 
it; but the truth is, it has all opened up such a 
wonderful field of usefulness for me that it hasn’t 
left me much time to write. And I want to tell you, 
mother, that the people are more interested in learn- 
ing about Jesus Christ than most of us ever think. 
Why, they’re just hungry to have some one speak to 
them about him. The most of them are much more 
willing to hear about him than we are to tell about 
him. That’s surely true. 

And why shouldn't they be? As I’ve been sitting 
with my Bible open at this closing chapter in Luke, 
my mind-has gone back over his earthly ministry, 
and I’ve been thinking of his kindness, patience and 
his love. Who wouldn’t love and want to know more 
about him? Think of his patience in those closing 
scenes, when he dealt so kindly with their doubt and 
surprise! Think of his willingness to explain to them 
the things they didn’t understand! And it was cer- 
tainly fitting that he should leave behind a blessing 
as he departed from them. 

After all, mother, that’s a symbol of his life— just 
bringing a blessing with him when he comes, and 
leaving a blessing behind him when he goes. To be 
like Christ, that’s what a Christian should do. Really 
now, | wonder how much I’ve been like Christ to- 
day! Have I brought blessings to the people I’ve 
met, and left blessings with them ? 

But, there, I mustn’t fill my letter with my own 
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ersonal questions. These lessons are nearly over. 
oo to tell you how grateful I am to you for per- 
suading me to join your correspondence class. I 
wonder after all, mother, whether this wasn’t one of 
* your schemes to get us two grown-up children nearer 
to our Bibles. You always were great on schemes. 
If that was your plan, it surely worked with me. 
Never before have I read my Bible in a real search 
for truth, as I have this year. Your plan has brought 
me a great blessing. 

And now, mother, I’m sure we'll all join in asking 
you to write about the review lesson for the whole 
year, 

Your loving son, 
. Jim. 
% 


Words of peace are worthless except from hearts 
that have overcome pain. 


oe 


The Lesson in Outline 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Gifts to Us from the Ascending Christ 

1. Peace : 

Peace be unto you (36). 
Peace I leave with you (John 14 : 27). 
He is our peace (Eph. 2 : 14). 
The kingdom of God is... peace (Rom. 14: 17). 
2. Faith : 

Wherefore do questionings arise ? (38-43). 
Received his witness . . . that God is true (John 3 : 33). 
Having the same spirit of faith (2 Cor. 4 : 13). 
We walk by faith, not by sight (2 Cor. 5 : 7). 
3- Knowledge : 

Then opened he their mind (44-46). 
Open thou mine eyes... wondrous things (Psa. 119 : 18). 
The Holy Spirit shall teach you (Luke r2 : 12). 
‘That we might know the things. . . of God (1 Cor. 2: 11, 12). 
4- Testimony : 

Remission... preached... Ye are witnesses (47, 48). 
Let your light shine before men (Matt. 5 : 16). 
Ye shall be my witnesses (Acts 1 : 8). 
With the mouth confession is made (Rom. fo : 10). 
§- Power : 

The promise... clothed with power (49). 
I will pour my Spirit upon thy seed (Isa. 44 : 3). 
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2 : 4). 
Diversities . , . but the same Spirit (1 Cor. 12 : 4-6). 
6. Praise : 

Continually .. . blessing God (50-53). 
Day by day... in the temple. . . praising (Acts 2 : 46, 47). 
To him be the glory for ever (Rom. 11 : 33-36). 
Singing and making melody (Eph. 5 : 19, 20). 


cd . 


This world needs not only your admission of the 
gospel, but your transmission of it. 


‘ae 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
is a department of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Luke 24 : 36-53 . . . . Jesus ascends into heaven 
‘Tuesday.—Matt. 28: 16-20. . .... . The last command 
Wednesday.—Acts 1: 1-9. .... .. . . Promise of power 
‘Thursday.—Acts 5 : 24-32. ..... A Prince and a Saviour 
Friday.—Eph. 1 . J5-23.. . ...... =... . Head over all 
Saturday.—Phil.2:5-13 ....... . Highly exalted 
Sunday.—-Heb. 2: 1-lIo . ..... . . Crowned with glory 


< 
The wider the vision the deeper the peace. 


ne 
From the Platform - 


By Philip E. Howard 


After the Lesson 


‘‘ The disciples of Jesus were together in Jerusalem 
talking about Jesus. Who appeared among them ? 
What was the first thing he said? But that did not 
quiet the fears of the startled men. Jesus told them 
to look at his hands and feet, and then asked them if 
they had anything to ? What did they give 
him? Yes, and he took it and ate it. Then they 
knew he was really alive—really among them again. 

** Now will you notice that Jesus had two messages 
tor these close friends of his. The first you have 
told me—‘ Peace be unto you.” It was what any one 
in that country would have said when meeting an- 
other. But what meaning the words have just here ! 
For Jesus’ ‘peace’ was not like the ordinary ‘ good- 
day’ of one man meeting another. It went deeper 
than that, ‘My peace I give unto you; not as the 








world giveth, give I unto you’ he had said. Ais 
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peace was to abide with them. They were to havea 
quiet mind. Do you remember that beautiful hymn 
of Whittier’s beginning 
* Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
Forgive our feverish ways ’ ? 


And one verse of it goes like this : 


* Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
’ Till all our strivings cease ; 
Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
And let our ordered lives confess 
The beauty of thy peace.’ 


Shall we say that together? Itis just the way Jesus, 
I think, wished his disciples to live. (Write ‘a 
Steady Mind.’) 

‘*But he had yet another message. //e was to be 
preached by them—how far? Yes, among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. Repentance and 


TEADY IND 
HAVE A ge ESSAGE 














the sending away of sin was to be preached, a soul- 
saving message to a needy world. (Write ‘Soul- 
Saving Message.’) 
‘Could Jesus have spoken any parting words of 
reater importance? Be quiet, be steady, know that 
Fo with you in very truth. Then go,—go and 
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teach others éverywhere about me—about the turn- 
ing away from evil, and the sending away of their 
sins, 

‘*Let me put two words just here for us to think 
about with the others. (Write ‘Have I,’ just before 
‘a’). Both ought to be true of us, if we are heeding 
these parting words of our Saviour.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Hymns and Psalms for This Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ** Bible Songs ’’) 


** Look, ye saints; the sight is glori- Psalm 24: 7-10, 


ous,”’ : 1-3. 
**See the Conqueror mounts in tri- (38:4 5. 493 1-3-) 
umph.” : Psalm 47 : 1-5.) 
‘Christ our King to heaven as- (63: 1-2. 99:1-4.) 
cendeth."’ 


Psalm 68 : 17-20. 


‘* Hail the day that sees him rise."’ 
(ox: 2,2, 1396: 1%, 2.) 


‘*The eternal gates lift up their 


e heads."’ ‘ Psalm 110: 1-7. 
‘Our Saviour, who for man hast te © fat, 
wed.” (159: 1-4. 224: 1-4.) 


Psalm 149 : 1-4. 
(224: 1-4. 326: 1-3.) 


‘* Work, for the night is coming."’ 
‘* A charge to keep I have."’ 


b 


The facts of heaven are often so far beyond even 
our faith that we cannot but look on them with fear. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
gener teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 
a list of books which primary workers should know about, It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





Lesson Material: The Last Good-bye ’Words of 
Jesus. 


‘ Lesson Aim: His Last Message. ‘‘ Go, Teach,” and 


His Last Blessing, “Lo, I am with You 
Alway,” are for Us. 


INTRODUCTION. 


At Christmas time we try to find out what our 
friends would like ; then we try to please them by 
giving just those things. I knew a little girl who 
used to ask everybody in-the family, ‘‘ What do you 
want for Christmas?” Perhaps you have decided 
what you will give to father and mother and all the 
rest. 

As Christmas celebrates the birthday of Christ, 
wouldn’t it be nice to find out what he would like, 
and then try to please him all next year by doing 
just these things ? Of course he wants our love, but 
we must prove our love in some way. In his last 
good-bye message to his disciples he told what would 

lease him. People remember good-bye messages a 
ong time. 


REVIEW. 


When Jesus was taken so suddenly from the disci- 
ples that night in the garden, they had no chance to 
say good-bye, and besides, they were so frightened 
that they ran away. On the very next day he was 
crucified and buried. When their leader was gone, 
they were very sad, and wondered what might hap- 
pen to them, so they met together totalk it over, and 
to plan what they should do. Howthey missed him! 

Did your parents ever go away and leave you at 
home? Were you lonesome? Not so much while in 
school or at play, but at bedtime how you missed 
mother, who always tucked you in, then kissed you, 
and said, ‘‘ Good-night ; God bless you, my dear.” 

The disciples had been with Jesus so much that 
they were almost heart-broken, for they never ex- 
pected to see him again, but you know the good news 
that Mary brought: ‘‘ He is risen.” They couldn’t 
believe it, even when two men came in the evenin 
and told them that Jesus had met with them an 
talked with them as they journeyed into the country. 


LESSON. 


While they were wondering about this, they looked 
up, and there stood Jesus among them. They were 
frightened, and thought he must be a spirit, but 
Jesus said, ‘‘ Peace be unto you,” and proved to them 
that he was really Jesus iy 38-40). hen he asked 
for something to eat, and they gave him a piece of 
fish and some honey, which he ate. 

He explained that everything that had happened 
had been promised long before all through the Old 
Testament, in the books of Moses (show them), in 
the prophets, and in the Psalms, that Christ had to 
suffer and to rise from the dead, and that his name 


- should be preached among all nations, and that they 


had seen these things come true. Then they began 
to understand, and their hearts were glad. 

But Jesus had not come back to stay with them as 
he did before. Once again he came to them in the 
upper room, where they met. Then the disciples 
went back to their homes in Galilee. Seven of them 
went fishing one whole night, but they caught noth- 
ing. In the early morning they saw Jesus waiting 
for them on the shore. He told them where to cast 
the net, and when they came to the shore with a 
great load of fishes he talked to them very lovingly. 

Almost six weeks had passed since Jesus rose from 
the dead, when he met the disciples for the last time. 
Once again they journeyed over the Mount of Olives 
towards Bethany, (Make asimple sketch.) He gave 
them his last message, ‘‘Go, teach all nations.” 
(Write ‘‘Go Teach.’’) He told them they must be- 
gin at Jerusalem, and that they must wait there until 
God sent his Holy Spirit to be their helper. Then he 
spoke his last words of blessing, ‘*Lo, I am with 
you alway.’’ (Write that.) ‘‘ While he blessed them 
he parted from them, and was carried up into 

eaven.” Wasn’t it wonderful! (Memorize the 
text.) If the angels sang when Jesus was born, 
how they must have sung when he went back to 
heaven! Sing, ‘‘Glony to God in the highest." 
When Jesus was born the angels said, ‘‘ Peace on 
earth.” When Jesus went away, he said to his dis- 
ciples, ‘' Peace be unto you.” The best Christmas 
present that any of us can give to Jesus is a heart of 
love, that shows we love him, because we are kind 
and loving to those around us. 

Just as friends on the shore wave good-bye, and 
watch the ship until it carries their friends out of 
sight, so the disciples watched until Jesus had passed 
from their sight. As they worshiped, they returned 
to Jerusalem with great joy, and went to the temple, 
praising and blessing God. Have a quartet sing : 


‘* Hark! ten thousand harps and voices 
Sound the notes of praise above ; 
Jesus reigns, and heaven rejoices ; 
Jesus reigns, the God of love. 
See, he sits on yonder throne, 
Jesus rules the world alone. 
Hallelujah ! Amen.’’ 












GO-TEACH 


__SSrAM WITH Youz== 


— ALWAY” 


Introduce some of your Christmas hymns. 








Peoria, ILL. 
& 


The highest wisdom is always patient with the 
weak. and prejudiced. 


(Graded Helps continued on next page, thira column) 
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The Real 


Goodness of 
HEINZ Mince Meat 











aL 
VARIETIES. 








Doesn’t it make your mouth water to 
think of the exquisite flavor of luscious 
mince pie? 

Well, that’s the kind of pie Heinz Mince 
Meat makes, only there’s more than mere 
flavor to the Heinz story. 


Prepared in model kitchens by neat uni- 
formed workers, Heinz Mince Meat is the 
exemplification of purity, the standard for 
all that is good. It is composed of the 
choicest meat; the richest white suet; large 
juicy, flawless apples; Four CrownValencia 
confection raisiz.s, carefully seeded; plump 
Grecian currants, each one thoroughly 
cleansed; Leghorn candied citron, orange 
and lemon peel and the purest spices. 

Imagine all these, prepared with the 
most exacting care, blended so skillfully 
that the flavor leaves nothing to be desired, 
and you have an excellent idea of 


HEINZ 


Mince Meat 


Can any thoughtful housewife give a 
good reason for making her own mince 
meat when such an economical luxury as 
Heinz Mince Meat is at hand? 

Sold everywhere in glass jars, stone crocks, 


and tins of convenient size. Let us send 
you a copy of “The Spice of Life.” 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 
New York Pittsburgh Chicago London 


: 
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SCRAP ALBUMS 


Price, 10 cents. 


WILDE’S BIBLE PICTURES 


These pictures are the best and most attractive supplementary aid 
to the study of the lessons that has ever been suggested. 


HOW, TO USE THEM 


IN THE CLASS Greater attention and 
larger attendance can thus be secured. 
AS REWARDS — For home study or sup- 
lementary work. 
N ALBUMS — To make a pictorial story of 


the lessons, the scholar writing the lesson 
on page opposite picture. 


Price, 1 cent each, Postpaid. Send for catalogue of pictures. 
Size of cards, 


6x8 in 


OLD MASTER’S CALENDAR 


These have board covers, cloth flexible back, and contain _ A beautiful three-sheet Calendar with artistic 
70 leaves, size 7 x 8} inches 


Postage additional, 5 cents each. 


piel Rayo-chent Cade wif oie ee 
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ph fe egg rit ng ¥ Price , 1.25 











Western Office, CHICAGO 
192 Michigan Avenue 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 120 Boykios Sect 
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ority in his line. 


There are 64 and the 
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hints on ways and means for improving and 


We also include our unique 


Holiday Supplement 
with hundreds of sug- 
gestions for Sunday 
School Holiday Re- 
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(Graded Helps continued) 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


The Joy of the Coming: And an aggel of. 
the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them: and they 
were sore afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Be not afraid; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall 
be to all the people: for there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, who 
is Christ the Lord (Luke 2 : 9-11). 

The Joy of the Going: And he led them 
out until they were over against Bethany: 
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while he blessed them, 
he parted from them, and was carried up 
into heaven. And they worshipped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 
and were continually in the temple, bless- 
ing God (Luke 24 : 50-53). 


ewe John’s summary of our Lord’s 
appearances (John 20: Ig to 21: 
23). Explain that Christ’s birth, 
which we celebrate on Christmas Day, 
and his ascension, are parts of the same 
events which brought joy to the world. 
Ask your pupils to read first, Luke 2: 
g-11, then Luke 24 : 50-53 (as given 
above). Your theme is the good news of 
Christ which brings joy to all the people. 
The lesson includes these four things : 
The Risen Christ Manifested to His 
Disciples. Show what they were talking 
about (v. 36), and where they were when 
Jesus appeared to them (vs. 33-35). Were 
there others besides the eleven in the 
room where they were? (v. 33.) Was 
— with them before they recognized 
im ? (v. 36, comp. vs. 30, 31.) Did they 
at first fully believe the testimony of 
those who had seen him risen? (Mark 
6:14.) What did they think when they 
saw him? (v. 37.) Howdid he convince 
them that he was the same Jesus who 
had been crucified? (vs. 39-43.) He 
appeared to them with benediction on 
his lips (v. 36), but it brought no peace to 
them until he had vanquished their 
doubts which were caused both by fear 
(v. 37), and joy (41)... He regarded their 
doubts as natural even if not reason- 
able. The evidences of his resurrection 
seem as convincing as they could be 
made—his distinct and repeated prophe- 
cies before his crucifixion that he would 
rise from the dead, the utter hopeless- 
ness of his disciples in spite of his prophe- 


touched him, and talked and eaten with 
him, their glad acknowledgment that he 
had risen. 

The Good News of the Resurrection 
in the Old Testament (vs. 44-48.) The 
Old Testament Scriptures seldom men- 
tioned eternal life, but Jesus said that 
they taught it because they bore witness 
of him (John 5 : 39). He repeated to all 
the disciples what he had been saying 
to the two of them that day (Luke 24: 25- 
27). Do you understand what the Old 
Testament says of him? (v. 45.) He 
taught that from the beginning redemp- 
tion from sin was the plan of God for 
mankind. That plan in the progress 
of revelation became a gospel (Gal. 3: 
8). The essence of that gospel, which 
in the Old Testament is the Messianic 
idea foretold, consists of two things: 
first, what the Messiah should do (Luke 
24:46), second, what his disciples should 
preach, and where (vs. 47, 48). He taught 
them to believe miracles concerning 
himself : first, of his birth, that he came 
from heaven (John 3 : 13; 6: 38; second 
of his person, that like God he had power 
| essential and complete over death (John 
5 : 26), and would give such life to those 
| who came to him (John 6: 33-35, 51) ; 

third, of his resurrection, that he would 

|of his own will and choice, though at 
{the hands of sinful men, lay down his 
life (John tro: 18), and rise frofh the 
dead ; fourth, of his ascension into 
heaven, that he would go to prepare a 
place for his disciples in his Father’s 
house, and would receive them into his 
companionship there (John 14 : 2, 3). 
The Scriptures, he said, anticipated all 
these things (Luke 24: 44). 

The Gift of the Risen Christ to his Dis- 
ciples (v. 49). That was the Holy Spirit, 








cies, and then, after they had seen and | 
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who would make plain to them the mean- 
ing of the Scriptures = the teaching 
of Christ (John 14: 26; : 13), and give 
to them power to impart teeth to others, 
making known the mission of Christ 
(Acts 1:8). That gift was not limited 
to the apostles. It is offered to all men 
on simple conditions (Acts 2: 38, 39). 
No one who has received this gift can 
mistake it {1 Cor. 12:3). The apostles 
had to wait for it (Luke 24: 49). So may 
we. This power from heaven not only 
opens our minds to knowledge of the 
Scriptures, but kindles love to the 
brethren, and creates a controlling de- 
sire to make all men brethren through 
fellowship with our Lord. 

The Ascended Christ (vs. 51-53). It 
was with the Word of promise on his 
lips that Christ was carried up into 
heaven. That fact assured the disciples 
that their dearest friend was forever- 
more at the right hand of God, and 
willing to send forth on them his power 
(Acts 7: 55, 56). This is our assurance. 
Their joy in the truth of the ascended 
and living Christ is our joy (Luke 24: 
52). It is the inspiration of the worship 
of believers in the house of God (v. 53). 

Impress on your pupils the truth that 
in these final instructions of Christ joined 
to his ascension must be found the 
equipment to serve him, an equipment 
not reserved for the apostles only, nor 
bestowed at any particular time in the 
history of the Church, but ready for the 
humblest follower of Christ, who may 
receive power to witness to the salva- 
tion through Christ for all mankind. 


Boston. 


dae! 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Ascension 


I, THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Luke 24: 
36-43). 


[For each member of the Bible class.] 


It was necessary that the disciples 
should become certain that Jesus was 
back again with them, but no less need- 
ful that they should understand that it 
was not quite the same between him and 
them. He was not their leader and 
teacher, Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
now to be reckoned with, but the Lord 
Jesus, their glorified leader, who would 
remain in visible presence only long 
enough to.convey unto them those last 
solemn words of encouragement and 
cheer, of forgiveness and warning, which 
would fit them to be his true represen- 
tatives and witness-bearers for the days 
to come. 

It is difficult to interpret the resurrec- 
tion story of Luke without realizing 
that he did and did not seem of familiar 
appearance. His sudden appearances 
startled them, of course, but they were 
not reassured at once. Only after the 
most positive and outward tests of phy- 
sical life did their ineredulity give way 
to assurance. Yet even then Jesus was 
as one apart. His word to Mary in the 
garden, ‘* Touch me not,’’ expressed 
this idea. 

They were all to meet again in Gali- 
lee. This was preferable to Jerusalem, 
not merely. because of the happy asso- 
ciations connected with Galilee, but be- 
cause they would all be out of reach of 
the Sanhedrin, and away from the ago-, 
nizing scenes of the trial and crucifixion. 

Here they were to find the Lord, when 
he pleased to reveal himself. The touch- 
ing story is preserved onlyin the Fourth 
Gospel. How natural for these men to 
turn to their old occupation in their per- 
plexity and loneliness! What a main- 
stay in a troubled life such a wholesome 
habit becomes! 

When they were again together, Jesus, 
as Luke indicates, rehearsed with them 
his past teachings, now illumined by the 
recent events of Passion Week, and de- 
voted much time to the interpretation 
of the familiar Old Testament writings, 
that they might see that he had spoken 
aright. Finally, he summed all up in 
the memorable declaration that the Scrip- 
tures had declared that the Christ must 
suffer and rise, and that repentance and 


( Continued on next page, second column) 
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Pearline is the 
most widely imitated 
household article of 
the present century. « 





(Luke 24 : 36-53) 











The Perfect Bible is the 


American 
Standard 


Why the Best? 


Because it is the most 
accurate translation of 
the Scriptures in exist- 
ence. 

Because it is the work 
of the best American 
scholarship, and has 
all the accumulated 
wisdom and knowledge of the world 
since the publication of the King 
James Version in 1611. 

Because many authentic and valu- 
able manuscripts of the Bible have 
been discovered since 1611, and these 
were available for use by the Ameri- 
can Revision Committee. 


(Continued in next issue) 
Ask your minister or bookseller about it, and 
Write for Our Free Book 


‘*How We Got Our American Standard 
Bible,’’ which gives full information. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
Bible Publishers for 50 Years 
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remittance of sins should be preached 
in his name unto all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. The work they were 
to undertake would be the crowning and 
final act in the long drama of God’s self- 
revelation to mankind. In Jesus Christ 
God had at last made himself fully 
known to men in an understandable 
way. It was now the duty of those who 
had known Christ, and now knew him 
as Lord, to make known far and wide 
the glorious truth of his redemptive 
power and purpose. 

The ascension is a beautiful picture- 
parable, of fact, of the continuing exist- 
ence of the Lord Jesus ‘‘ in the heaven- 
lies,” as Paul put it, later on. He is not 
away off somewhere, but right in the 
midst of his people. Heaven is every- 
where where glorified souls may be. 
The one who truly abides in Christ is in 
heaven, in a sense, already. The ascen- 
sion of the living Jesus put an end to 
every sort of barrier between this world 
and that of the soul-life. 
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II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leafiet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the lessous in the Gospels will be mailed 
by The Sunday School Times Co., upon request, 
for a two-cent stamp. 

None is of much importance. Daw- 
son’s words, in his ‘ Life of Christ” 
(pp. 440-447), are well worth reading. 
So are the closing remarks of Stapfer, 
in his ‘‘ Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” 


III. QuEsTIONs For Stupy AND Discus- 
SION. 

To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the class.] 

1. The Evidences of a Real Jesus. 
These had to be accepted with convic- 
tion by the disciples before the last days | 
of Jesus with the Eleven would prove 
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Fountain Pens 


THE TEN-YEAR PEN is gyezonted for ten years’ 
use. It is self-filling, self-cleaning, never leaks. 
and always writes. Is the best pen to use. Will send 
to any address six pens for a week’s trial. We 

y for sending and returning. Send for circular. 
‘he Ten Year Guarantee Pen Company, Ansonia, 
Connecticut. 








Toilet Creams 


‘THERE is no cream like Mystic Cream! Cures 

chapped hands like mage. f your druggist does 
not keep it, send us postal for free sample. gden 
Shimer, Chemists, Middletown, N. Y¥ 








Financial 
GUARANTEEED 6% INVESTMENT. Se@urity 
400% absolute. Full perteutags upon applica- 
tion. ew York Realty Owners Company. Suite 
500. No. 489 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 











fruitful. (1.) In how many ways was 
this reality made evident ? 


Periodicals 


(2.) Why | WE WILL BE GLAD TO SEND any Sunday- 


school officer or teacher free sample copies of, 


was there need for so many sorts of | and full information about, the Blakeslee Lessons, 


evidence ? 


: which for sixteen years have been used by hundreds 
(3-) Which were the more | of schools with marked success. Bible Study Pub- 


convincing, the physical data, or the | lishing Co., Boston. 


familiar ways, or the accustomed words ? | 
2. The Return to Galilee. (4.) Was | 
this in any sense a flight? If not, why | 


. er 
was it 4 natural rendezvous for the dis- | S Revision, criticism, an 


ciples? (5.) Why did Luke omit alto- 
gether any mention of the days in 
Galilee ? 

3. The Last Counsels of Jesus to the | 
£leven. Notice how carefully our Lord 
reviewed for them the Scriptures con- 
cerning himself. What a new signifi- 
cance they now had! (6.) How much | 
of the Old Testament did he cover, ac- 
cording to Luke 24: 44? (7.) What two 
great themes did he illustrate? (8.) 
What new office did he thus create ? 

4. The Promise to the Witnesses. 
(9.) What was the prom’s: that gave 
them enduring vitality for the dangerous 
and laborious task before them ? 

5. The Ascension. (to.) What did 
the ascension really signify ? 


IV. A LEapiInc TrRuTH. 


[General discussion under the leader’s direction.] 


A vital message, a living leader, a 
promise of support, and a needy world, 
will create missionaries anywhere. 


Boston, 


2 
At Christmas Time 


By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


LITTLE Child of God, we all 
Adore thy wistful face,— 
But some there be within the throng 
Who claim a special place 


Among the Wise-men bowing low; 
And some press nearer yet, 

Till, close by mother Mary’s bed, 
They bow their faces wet. 


But who would bid them stand apart, 
Or take a farther place,— 

These mothers of the wee ones who 
Behold the Father’s face ? 





Literature and Books 
ECIAL ARTICLES, SPEECHES, LECTURES, 

i i d sale of manuscripts. 
Send for circulars. (S) Picton & Bennett. 25 West 
| 42nd Street, New York City. 








TH E Sunday-school and Chautauqua Booklet. The 
booklet for 1907 is attractively bound; introduc- 
tion by Dr. A , 


class. By Grace Lei Duncan. Address, . 
| Duncan Co., Syracuse, New York. Price, 25 cents. 


Educational 


TH E Cambridge School ot Nursing. Incorporated by 

leading educators. Nine months’ preparatory and 
three years’ training in all departments of Nursing. 
Class now open for students. ‘l'wo months’ vacation 
annually. Apply to the Principal, ro0oo Massachu- 
setts Ave., Cambridge, Mass. 


COLGATE UNIVERSITY, Hamilton, N. Y. 

Founded 1819. George Edmands Merrill, D.D. 
LL.D., President. Courses in arts and in letters an 
science, Curriculum broad and liberal. High stand- 
ards. Moderate expenses. Magnificent equipment. 
Special advantages to students who intend to take up 
professional or technical courses after graduation from 
peony For catalogue or information address, Vin- 
cent KB, Fisk, Registrar. 











| E.. Schauffler; especially adapted for | 
| daily evotional ‘rr % and gift for a Sunday-school 
g A 


Agents Wanted 


$ree to $300 per month; congenial work for capable so- 
licitors; ministers and theological students very suc- 
cessful; liberal salary to good field manager. Address 
the Howard-Severance Co., 175 sth Ave., Chicago, Ill. 








ONE thousand hustling young readers of the Times 
to ask us immediately how to earn easy Christmas 

money. Time short. Hurry up with letter. Americas 

Ancestral Chart Co. Ltd., Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Salesmen Wanted 


WIDE-AWAKE SALESMEN WANTED at 30, 40 

and 50 per cent for selling our High Grade Fruit 
and Ornamental Trees, Small Fruits, Shrubs, Roses 
and Vines. Business established 1846. Send refer- 
ences. The M. H. Harman Company, Geneva, N., Y. 











Home-Made Syrups 


NEW Idea in Home-Made Syrups. Learn my clever, 

scientific, home method of making three pure, 
clean, wholesome, and delicious table syrups from 
special sugars, easily made in your own kitchen. Once 
used,always wanted; satisfaction guaranteed,or money 
refunded. Send socents, by express or money order, for 
formula, to George C. Chamberlin, 412 Randolph St., 
Indianapolis, ind, Dept. Kb. Reference, The People’s 
Deposit Bank. 








Real Estate 


%% AND6% NET ON FIRST MORTGAGES se 
5 cured on real éstate in new state of Okiahoma 
Interests of investors fully protected. Long experience. 
Write for maps and information. ‘ihe Jelorson Trust 


Co., South 





cAlester, Indian Territory. 








For Sale 
| FINEST RANCH, Western Nebraska, on U.P.R.R. 
9,000 acres fenced, watered, part irrigable, good stone 
buildings, fine climate, 700 Herfords; a paying business. 


| 7 Farm Mortgages 


| WE OFFER, subject to prior sale, Choice Oklahoma 


First Mortgages on improved farms, worth from 


| Get illustrated circular, G. G. Wallace, Omaha, Neb. 








| 2% to 5 times the amount loaned thereon, netting the 


| investor 6 per cent interest. Each of the securities 
has been personally examined by one of our salaried 
examiners. Write for our latest offering. Winne Mort- 
gage Co., Winne Bldg., Wichita, Kan. Mention this 
paper. 





Patents 


PROTECT your ideas, Send for Inventor’s Primer, 
D 2 B. Stevens & Co., 919 14th Shy Soeageee, 
p. - 1864. Branches: Chicago, Cleve- 
and, 4 














-” say that a Bible is 
” Yet the Oxford 
The New Editions will 


' Gutood te outiiclen it. 
ps on proving. 
prove a delightful surprise.’’ 


— Christian Nation. 





JUST ISSUED! 


OXFORD 


Teachers’ Bibles 


With New 20th Century Helps are 
ranged in One Alphabetical Order. 


OXFORD 





"The most complete and best 
arranged of all the helps in varie 
ous Bibles.”* 





SEND FOR CATALOGUE 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH 


91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York 





TAKOMA Park, D. C. 


S. S. Scholars’ Bibles | 


_— New Helps Under One Alphae § 
t. 





NOW READY! 
FIVE NEW EDITIONS 


OXFORD Black 
Faced Type Bibles 


Pearl 32mo. A wonderful clear 
type in a small-size book. 


Minion 16mo. Aecady October, 1906. 
A model hand Bible. 


Brevier 16mo. Large type insmal 
compass. “A quart in a pint 
measure.” 


The Oxford Bijou 


Gospels 
On the famous Oxford India paper. 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John. 


Leather binding, 50 cents each. 
The set in leather case, $2.50. 
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We Guarantee Them 


Newbiglanee 


*¢The Watch for the Great American People’’ 


‘» $5 10 $36 








Case and Works 





No. 8473 







No. 10101 
10kt. gold filled 
Price $9.00 


always at a price suited to your purse. 


mum of satisfactory watch service. 


Because we are specialists ——our every energy—every facility going 
building of real watch service. 


of Watches for ladies, or Red Book of Watches for men. 
we will make it easy for you to examine, test and if pleased to buy a 
forget to give us your jeweler’s name. 





10kt. gold filled 
Price $12.75 

Sterling Silver 
Price $9.75 





FOR SALE BY ALL GOOD DEALERS 
Ask your jeweler to show you Tauagkana Watches. You're sure 
to find one suited for any purpose for any member of your family and 


Your jeweler will show you a wide variety of handsome designs to 
choose from—each a little gem of artistic beauty combining the maxi- 


Aakuglaae watches have unusual value at their loW prices, because for 26 years we have been 
figuring down watch-cost. Because a large output itself means a low cost for each individual watch. 


exclusively into the economical 


Ask your jeweler to show you Takcolans watches. If he doesn’t keep them just give us his 
name and address and we will send you a free copy of a handsome and instructive book — the Blue Book 
Write us today for the book you want and 


Watch. Don’t 


NEW ENGLAND WATCH COMPANY, 33 Maiden Lane, NEW YORK 


DECEMBER 8, 1906 








The Emphatic Pause 


What rests are to music, accentuating its 
sweetness and force, such are pauses in pub- 
lic prayer. 

The superintendent of a Sunday-school I 
visited recently used sudden little silences 
once in a while in a most effective way. His 
earnest words were uttered in a natural 
tone and a forceful way, and in the midst 
came a pause through which the listeners 
involuntarily would carry on the plea, thus 
making the whole prayer their own. Then 
he began softly and reverently, ‘‘ Our Father, 
which art in heaven,’’ the school taking 
op the words with him. Another time he 
concluded the silence with a quiet ‘* Amen.”’ 

The brief moment emphasized the words 
just spoken, it gave all a chance to pray, 
and it fell upon unthinking minds with pecu- 
liar power. Words, like precious stones, 
need a setting of golden silence.—Lee Mc- 
Crae, Birmingham, Ala. 


. 
Do Written Examinations Pay ? 


It is the teachers who have failed to teach 























The Educator way: 
comfort — 





room for five toes. 


DUCATOR 
ER HOE 


trade-mark stamped 
on the soles. 





wrong w: 
discomfort— 
pinched toes. 
















Made in Russia Calf, Patent 
Grade Tanned Soles. 


Sizes: INFANTS’ - 
CHILD’S 
MISSES’ 
WOMEN’S 
GIRLS’ 
BOYS’ 
MEN’S 


Wearers of 
Rice & Hutchins » 
Shoes are 

Comfortably, Taste- 
fully and Economically Shod. 


—_—— 











SAM JONES’ 


“Lets the Foot Grow as it Should.” 


THE SHOE OF HEALTH AND COMFORT FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. 


Calf, and Vici Kid. Best 


The shoe in every respect is as 
perfectly made as forty years’ experience can produce. 


- 5 tm 8 $1.50 


e ° 84 to 11, $1.75 
° - 11%to 2,~ $2.00 
° 24%to 7, $4.00 
° ° 24to 6, $2.50 
. ° 1 to 5, $2.50 


6 to 11, $4.00 and $5.00 
By mail 25 cents extra. 


RICE & HUTCHINS 
OH) 


* WORLD SHORMAKERS 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 4j) 


42 High Street, Boston, Mass. 























LIFE AND SAYINCS 


BY HIS WIFE 








AGENTS ARE COINING MONEY. 


AGENTS WANTED _ 50c For CANVASSING OUTFIT AND 


CONTRACT FOR TERRITORY 


BIG BOOK, 7x!0, PRICE $2.50 AND $3.50 
L. J. NICHOLS & CO., 


ATLANTA, GA. 


SEND 














YOU CAN AFFOR 


them for $3 for 100. Words and Music, 83 very best familiar gospel songs. Send 5 cents in 
E. A. K. HACKETT, 102 North Wayne Street, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


stamps for copy. 





to have a new Song Book in your 
Church or Sunday-school, and one to : 
for every person when you can get | causes of opposition on the part of Christ’s 
| enemies,’’ and, ‘*In what period of Jesus’ 
| ministry did the sending out of the Seventy 


and the scholars who have failed to learn who 
| object to a written test at the end of the year. 
| A foot-ball team well trained is eager for the 
| fray, and a Sunday-school class well taught 
| is very ready to show its knowledge. 

| Theexperience of the Bedford Presbyterian 
| Bible School of Brooklyn has led us earn- 
| estly to advocate written examinations in 
| Sunday-school work, Our teachers and 
scholars are of average ability, and many 
were at first opposed to anything which sa- 
vored of day-school methods. To-day few 
have a word to say against the written tests, 
and these have no influence, for they are 
recognized as shirks. 

A successful examination needs adequate 
preparation. The first step was taken at 
the beginning of the term by giving the 
| teachers a definite idea as to what the given 
| course was to cover, and from what stand- 
point it was to be studied. For instance, in 
the study of the Life of Christ, junior teachers 
know that they are toteach the main events, 
intermediate teachers are to bring out the 
character and work of Jesus, and seniors 
study the progress of gospel history and 
meaning of Jesus’ mission. 

The second step is the monthly teachers’- 
meetings, when they meet by grades for the 
study of the lessons, and some agreement is 
reached as to what points will be empha- 
sized for each grade, and how these points 
may be impressed. 

The third step is a definite and clear-cut 
series of review questions for each grade 
covering the whole course, and bringing out 
the facts which scholars ought to know after 
their year of study. 

The fourth step last year was an illustrated 
stereopticon lecture by the pastor, toimpress 
the main events in the course. 

The scholars were further prepared for the 
examination by being told at the beginning of 
the year that one would be held. It was 
mentioned as an examination of the teachers 
and their success in teaching quite as much 
as an examination of the scholars, They 
rather relished that idea, and entered into 
the spirit of the test with vim and enthusiasm. 
No catch questions were asked, but on:y 
such as any scholar ought to be able to 
answer after a year’s study, or even after 
some preparation and a good, thorough re- 
view. 

The questions were prepared by the teach- 
ers themselves, since their practical experi- 
ence was counted of greater value than the 
superintendent’s theories. Two representa- 
tive teachers from each department selected 
fifteen questions each, —questions which they 
thought fitted to bring out the most important 
facts and truths of the lessons as taught in 
their departments. From these thirty ques- 
tions the superintendent or pastor selected 
fifteen on which to examine a whole depart- 
ment. 

The difference in the style of question cor- 
| responded with the difference in the charac- 
| ter of the course. For example, the seniors, 
who studied history, were asked, ‘‘ Give two 











Timely Sunday-School Ideas 





occur? Why and to whom were they sent ?”’ 
The intermediate classes, who studied Jesus’ 
life and character, were asked to ‘‘ Draw a 
map of Palestine, and locate and name the 
important bodies of water and four important 
towns or cities;’’ also, ‘‘ Describe one in- 
cident in which Jesus showed physical weari- 
ness, and one in which he showed divine 
power.’? Among other questions for the 
juniors, who had taken up the main events 
of the gospel story, were these : ‘* What did 
Satan ask Jesus to do when he was hungry, 
and what did Jesus reply?’’ and another, 
‘* Tell briefly the story of the feeding of the 
five thousand.’’ One or two thought ques- 
tions were also asked on each paper. This 
system gave dignity to the examination, and 
made few scholars feel that they were being 
asked questions too easy %r too hard for 
their intelligence. 

Typewritten mimeograph copies were made 
for each scholar, paper and pencils were 
provided, and on the Sunday before the close 
of the term all was ready for the test. The 
scholars were also ready, and took it cheer- 
f.lly. Although the day was a hot, clear 
Sunday in June, the attendance was about 
five hundred,—one of the best of the year, — 
and there was no bribe or reward by way of 
excursion tickets, either. The scholars sim- 
ply took the examination out of loyalty to 
teacher and school, or because they wanted 
to show what they had learned. All those 
between ten and twenty years of age were 
expected to write answers to ten out of the 
fifteen questions. 

The result was as follows: In the junior 
department (ten to twelve years) four-fifths 
took the examination, and three-fifths passed, 
two-fifths with honor (above eighty per cent). 
In the intermediate department (twelve to 
fifteen) over one-half took the examination, 
and three-fourths passed, one-half with honor. 
In the senior department (sixteen to nine- 
teen) sixty-five took the examination, only 
eleven failed, and forty-five passed with 
honor, 

Some scholars were not satisfied with pass- 
ing one paper, but asked for the papers of 
other grades also. An hour was devoted to 
this examination, and scholars were permitted 
to leave when they had finished writing. 








Scoffers 
‘Often Make the Staunchest Converts 


The man who scoffs at an idea or doc- 
trine which he does not fully understand 
has at least the courage to show where 
he stands. 

The gospel of health has many con- 
verts who formerly laughed at the idea 
that coffee and tea, for example, ever 
hurt any one. Upon looking into the 
matter seriously, often at the suggestion 
of a friend, such persons have found 
that Postum Food Coffee and a friend’s 
advice have been their salvation. 

‘*My sister was employed in an east- 
ern city, where she had to do calcu- 
lating,” writes an Oklahoma girl. ‘‘ She 
suffered with headache until she was 
almost unfitted for duty. 

‘‘Her landlady persuaded her to quit 
coffee and use Postum, and in a few days 
she was entirely free from headache. 
She told her employer about it, and on 
trying it, he had the same experience. 

‘* My father and I have both suffered 
much from nervous headache since [ 
can remember, but we scoffed at the 
idea advanced by my sister, that coffee 
was the cause of our trouble. 

‘* However, we quit coffee and began 
using Postum.. Father has had but one 
headache now in four years, due to a 
severe cold, and I have lost my head- 
aches and sour stomach, which I am 
now convinced came from coffee. 

‘*A cup of good hot Postum is satisfy- 
ing to me when I do not care to eat a 
meal. Circumstances caused me to lo- 
cate in a new country, and I feared I 
would not be able to get my favorite 
drink, Postum, but I was relieved to 
find that a full supply is kept here, with 
a heavy demand for it.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in packages. ‘‘ There’s a reason.” 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 (Luke 24 : 36-53) 


For the Busy Superintendent 


Nevertheless they did careful work. Spell- 
ing was not counted in marking papers. One 
scholar wrote that Elisha ee/ed Naaman. 

The examining committee from each de- 
partment marked all the papers on a com- 
mon basis, so that no injustice might be 
done. Certificates of honor were given to 
those who passed above eighty per cent, 
and their names were printed in first and 
second honor groups. The names of others 
who passed were read out at the annual pro- 
motion service, and a careful record is kept 
by the school. 

One of the most interesting parts of our 
work for the year was the special work done 
in each, department for the annual exhibit, — 
but that is another story. Awards of blue 
and red ribbon were given for the best work 
in each department. Parents and friends 
came from far and near, and the scholars 
were proud of their school, and thankful they 
had been asked to work, and not only urged 
to come and sing and listen to sermonettes. 

Here is a sample of the questions given 
in the intermediate department, which will 
give a good idea of the scheme; 


Annual Test in the Life and Character 
of Jesus 


Note. — Write name of department and 
teacher and date at top of page. Read ques- 
tions through. Do not write out questions, 
but number answers to correspond to the ques- 
tions. Write plainly and concisely. Answer 
only ¢e# (10) questions. 

1. Draw map of Palestine, indicating three 
important bodies of water, and locating four 
important towns or cities. 

2. (a) Where was Jesus born? (4) Where 
was he baptized? (c) In what district did he 
spend most of his ministry? (d@) Where was 
he crucified ? 

3. In what three ways was Jesus tempted ? 

4. Name and describe one important mira- 
cle of healing performed by Jesus. 

. Describe one incident in which Jesus 
showed physical weariness, and (4) one in 
which he showed divine power. 

6. What characteristic of Christ is shown in 
each of the following incidents? (a) Clean- 
sing the temple. (4) Curing Bartimzus. (c) 
Conversation at the Last Supper. 

7. (a) What was the life purpose of Jesus? 
(4) How far did he succeed in accomplishing 
it? 

8. (a) Name six followers of Jesus. (4) Why* 
did they believe on him ? 

g. (a) What was Peter's great confession ? 
(4) What was Peter's great sin ? 

10. (a2) When Jesus was on earth, how did men 
follow him ? (4) How do they follow him now? 

11. (a) Who were Jesus’ enemies? (4) Why 
did they oppose him ? 

12. (a) Who was responsible for the death of 
Jesus? (4) Why did he not save himself from 
the cross ? ‘ 

13. Name in order three appearances of 
Jesus after his resurrection. 

14. What was the last command of the risen 
Christ to his disciples ? 

15. From your sturly this year, what do you 
think of the character of Jesus Christ? 

SIGN YOUR NAME, 


—Delavan L. Pierson, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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Another Written Review 


It was decided last quarter to have a writ- 
ten review in the junior room, The children 
were not told about it, so it was an entire 
surprise when the following list of questions 
were given them on review Sunday: In 
what place was Jesus born? What were 
the names of his father and mother? Can 
you tell anything about Jesus when he was 
twelve years old? In what place did Jesus 
live with his father and mother? Who bap- 
tized Jesus? In what river? How many 
disciples did Jesus have? Name any four of 
them? Can you tell who some of the people 
were whom Jesus helped, and what he did 
for them? Can you think of a Bible verse 
which tells why God sent his Son into the 
world ? 

The questions were prepared by the junior 
superintendent, mimeographed, and a copy 
given to each child. After each question 
was a space for the answer to be written in. 
Pencils were furnished, and the children 
rested the paper on the backs of song-books. 
There were fifty-seven children in the room 
that Sunday, and every child took a paper 
and tried to answer the questions. Two 
boys refused at first, but after some persua- 
sion, they consented to try. 








Twenty minutes were given to write the 
answers, and the teachers say it was the 
quietest and most interested twenty minutes 
ever spent in the junior room, Words were 
spelled by the teachers if they were asked, 
but no other help was given. At the close 
the papers were collected, carefully marked, 
and returned the next Sunday. Some of the 
children, who had been irregular in attend- 
ance, had poor marks, but many of the chil- 
dren had above ninety per cent, and ten of 
the children made ninety-nine per cent, one 
per cent being taken off because they failed 
to quote the Scripture verse correctly. 

This review proved several things: that a 
review can be made interesting, that children 
like to do something, that most children, as 
most older people, can quote a Scripture 
verse, but few can do it accurately, The 
effort was to ask simple, easy questions 
which every child should be able to answer, 
not test questions for the bright ones. 

When the junior classes are promoted to 
the intermediate grade, they are given a 
written examination chiefly in supplemental 
work, This is hela on Saturday, a week 
before promotion day. Those who pass get 
a diploma; those who do not pass the ex- 
amination are promoted, but do not receive 
the diploma, Our promotions are held in 
the spring and the fall.—Anna 7. Law, 
North Avenue Methodist Sunday - school, 
Allegheny, Pa. 

% 


Christmas - Giving Testimony 


“One of the boys of the miller brigade 
said: ‘I tell you, mama, I felt lots better 
carrying in my sack of graham flour than I 
ever felt in getting a present from a tree.’”’ 

‘* Many of our children are poor, but I 
find the poor take delight in giving, and 
noticed their bags were nearer filled than 
the others, and not one child forgot his por- 
tion.”’ 


** The Sunday-schgol’s average attendance 


last year was less than a hundred, partly | 


composed of the members of an orphanage 
whose children, you would suppose, would 
be unable to assist in any giving enterprise, 
but they were the most eager of all.’’ 








No Medicine 
But Change of Food Gave Final Relief 


Most diseases start in the alimentary 
canal,—stomach and bowels. 

A great deal of our stomach and bowel 
troubles come from eating too much 
starchy and greasy food. 

The stomach does not digest any of 
the starchy food we eat,—white bread, 
pastry, potatoes, oats, etc. These things 
are digested in the small intestines, and 
if we eat too much, as most of us do, the 
organs that should digest this kind of 
food are overcome by excess of work, so 
that fermentation, indigestion, and a 
long train of ails result. 

Too much fat also is hard to digest, 
and this is changed into acids, sour 
stomach, belching gas, and a bloated, 


heavy feeling. 


In these conditions a change from in- 
digestible foods to Grape-Nuts will work 
wonders, in not only relieving the dis- 
tress, but in building up a strong diges- 
tion, clear brain, and steady nerves. A 
Washington woman writes: 

‘** About five years ago I suffered with 
bad stomach,—dyspepsia, indigestion, 
constipation,—caused, I know now, from 
eating starchy and greasy food. 

‘* I doctored for two years without any 
benefit. The doctor told me there was 
no cure forme. I could not eat anything 
without suffering severe pain in my back 
and sides, and I became discouraged. 

‘‘A friend recommended Grape-Nuts, 
and I began to use it. In less than two 
weeks I began to feel better, and inside 
of two months I was a well woman, and 
have been ever since. 

‘I can eat anything I wish with pleas- 
ure. Weeat Grape-Nuts and cream for 
breakfast, and are very fond of it.” Name 
given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,’ in packages. ‘‘ There’sareason.” 
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ON THE IMTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 


“THE VERY BEST” 


Tarbell’s 
Teachers Guide 


To the International Sunday School 
Lessons for Nineteen Hundred and Seven 


Praised by Great Clergymen 


Hon. Mr. Justice J.J. Maclaren, D.C.L., LL.D., Presi- 
dent International seneey School Association : ‘A remarkable 
compendium of useful and valuable information for teachers.’ 

ev. Dr. P. S. Henson, Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass.: 
“* Positively the best thing of the kind I have seen.”’ 

Rev. Dr. R. A. Torrey. the world-famous evangelist: ‘The 
most complete book for Sunday-school teachers that 1 have seen.” 
Rev. Dr. Archibald M'Cord, Plymouth Congregational Church 
Providence, . 1.: “In suggestiveness, in real helpfulness, Tarbell’s 
Teachers Guide leads.”” 

ev. Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, the great Bible expositor: “Covers the 
whole year’s work more admirably than any other book I have seen.” 

_ Rev. Dr. B. B. Tyler, member of the International Sunday School Lesson 
Committee : ‘‘ ‘The best book of the kind I have seen.” 

Rev. Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, New York 
City: 4 The teacher who has once used the book will regard it as an indispensable 
guide to his work.”’ 

Rev. Dr. R. S. MacArthur, Calvary Baptist Church, New York, N. Y.: “1 commend 
the volume without a single qualification and with hearty appreciation of its varied 


we" BY MARTHA TARBELL, Ph.D. 


Large 8vo, 6XQ inches, beautifully printed in plain, open type, over soo pages, handsomely bound in 
cloth. Illustrated with 16 full-page pictures by f J. Tissot, forthe use ot whic exclusive perinission has 
been obtained, and with drawings, maps, charts, designs, and photographs. $1.25, postage prepaid. 


THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY, PUBLISHERS . 
























































To Heat 
Cold Rooms 
Quickly 






Every house has its 
cold room. Abnormal weather 
conditions, inadequate stove or 
furnace heat often result in some particular 
part of the house being cold and cheerless. You 
can make home warm and cheerful with the 


PERFECTION 


Oil Heater 


(Equipped with Smokeless Device) 


Carry it about fromroom to room. Turn wick high or low—there’s no 
danger. Smokeles device prevents smoke and smell. Easy to operate 
as a lamp. All parts easily cleaned. Brass oil fount beautifully em- 
bossed. Holds 4 quarts of oil and burns 9 hours. Gives intense 
heat. Two finishes—nickel and japan. Handsome, useful, reliable. 
Every heater warranted. If not at your dealer’s write our 
nearest agency for descriptive circular. 

you can buy. Equipped with 


; latest improved burner. Gives 


bright, steady light at lowest cost. Made of brass 
throughout and nickel plated. Suitable for any room 
whether library, dining-room, parloror bedroom. Safe 
and satisfactory. Every lamp warranted, Write to 

nearest agency if not at your dealer's. 


Standard Oil Company 



















L is the best lamp 
Oo amp for all-round 


household use 

















A Standard of 
Purity. 

Its DOUBLE 

STRENGTH 
saves 


YOUR COCOA. 


Bend 10 cents for trial can. 


Stephen L. Bartlett Co., 


IMPORTERS, 
BOSTON. MASS. 








Massachusetts State Sunday-school Convention 
adopted and used 


DEVOTIONAL 


By three famous SO NGS 256 pages, cloth. 
composers, $25 per hundred, 
Doane, Kirkpatrick, and Main. 30 cts. each by mall, 
A returnable co y for examination will be mailed 
upon request. 
famous ‘* Gospel Hymns.”’ 


The Biglow & Main Co. 


or Chicago 


Fr Cc b LIFE WORK 
anny VUros "Ss NOW READY 
This most winely sung and beloved of all living sacred 
song writers has at ae comp! leted a remarkable book, 
Memories of Eighty Years,’’—the story of her life ; 
history and incidents of many of her 6,000 hymns; her 
noted friendship with presidents and other famous 
people, etc. The ever-young blind singer-prophetess 
of cheer and faith here opens the sunlit 
reader. In contents and 
delightful holiday gift. 
Elegant 12mo, full-page half-tones, ornamented 
cloth, 7h Pe! post, tnie ents wanted inevery church. 
JAMES co., Publishers, Boston 


8 Two-cent stamps 


make-up a charming and 





for 3 months’ trial | 
subscription to 





iL QUIVER 


A magazine appealing 


over 14 pages of strong fiction by famous authors 
and scores of interesting special articles by eminent 
writers. $1.50 r; more than equals in quality and 
quantity of reading matter any $3.00 magazine pub- 
lished to-day. Try it—3 months for 8 two-cent stamps, 
including the great Xmas number selling at 25c. 

THE QUIVER. Dept. G. NEW YORK 


Xmas Candy Boxes 
Beautiful Xmas Cards 
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ublished’ by the publishers of the | 


New York | tree, and Bigbeak, jealous of his honors, 


eights to the | 
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Children at Home 





How the Woodpecker 
Got His Name 
By D. M. Henderson, Jr. 


thy G, long ago, when King Elephant 
ruled the animal kingdom, Sir 
Squirrel, who held at court the 
high office of Purveyor of Peanuts to His 
Royal Highness, was found by his king 
dining upon some choice nuts which the 
king had intended to eat. For this 
offense the king banished Sir Squirrel. 

King Elephant, however, soon missed 
Sir Squirrel, for none of his subjects 
tilled the office of Purveyor to his liking ; 
so at last he decided to place him again 
in office. Then the king's heralds went 
| forth to bear to Sir Squirrel this news, 
‘but they could not find nim. 

Sir Fox, the king's sly councilor, then 
approached his king. 

‘«Sire,’’ he advised, ‘‘let His High- 
ness Whale, King of Fish, search under 
his waters for Sir Squirrel."’ 

‘« Tis good advice !'’ cried King Ele- 
phant, and he at once asked King Whale 
to do this. But Squirrel was not found. 

Sir Fox again came forward. 

‘«Sire, let Her Highness Owl, Queen 
of Birds, search the air,’’ he now advised. 
Again the king praised him, and did 
what he said. Queen Owl was as willing 
to help as King Whale had been, and 
sent her subjects to seek Sir Squirrel, but 
none found him. 

At this moment a bird, Bigbeak by 
name, flew towards them; ‘‘I saw Sir 
Squirrel a league from here, peeping 
from a hole in a hollow tree!'’ So 
the animals and birds set out, with King 
Elephant, carrying Queen Owl upon one 
tusk and Bigbeak on the other, in the lead. 

The king at last reached Sir Squirrel’s 


flew from his perch and poked his head 
through the hole in which he had seen 
Sir Squirrel. He kept his beak in the 
hole so long a time that Queen Owl grew 
worried, fearing that Sir Squirrel had 
bitten it off. At last she she seized Big- 
beak by his tail feathers and pulled him 
from the hole. Poor Bigbeak, upon this, 
confessed that Sir Squirrel was not in the 


| hole, and that he must have made a mis- 


take. He had not, however. Sir Squir- 
rel had spied the king coming, and, 


) thinking that he meant to slay him, fled. 
to all, beautifully illestrated, frequently in colors, with | 


| grief. 


A great uproar followed. King Ele- 
phant loudly trumpeted his sorrow, while 
his subjects roared and howled their 
Queen Owl and her subjects, now 
angry at Bigbeak for bringing shame 


| upon their tribe, flew at him, and left 


| him almost bare of feathers. 


| 


To add to 
his trouble, as he flew from them, Big- 
beak heard his queen hooting after him : 


Exquisite Fancy Calendars | : Not until you have found Sir Squirrel 


Our 120 page Holiday Catalogue gives illustrations 


| 


and descriptions in full of our enormous stock of | 


Christmas supplies, Bibles, Rewards, etc. —free for the 
asking. Send for a copy to-day —while you think of it. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., 249 Dock St., Phila., Pa. 





SPENCERIAN Ba 


12pens, 
different 
patterns, 
sent to 
any address upon receipt of six cents in postage. 


Spencerian Pen Co. *N.o' vor” 














Give effective relief in bron- 
chial and lung troubles. 
Contain nothing injurious. 


| 


} 


| 
| 





an you return to my court !”’ 
* * * * * * 


Men in after years saw a bird pecking 
at trees, and named him Woodpecker ; 
but that bird was none other than Big- 
beak. Unto this day he is pecking on 
trees which seem likely to be the hiding- 
place of Sir Squirrel, this appeal : 

** Sir Squirrel, listen pray, to me ! 

No longer exiled need you be. 

Your lonely life, pray live no more ; 

Your king your office would restore, 

And since no happiness I’ll know 

Till to your king with me you’ll go. 

If you are in this tree, pray speak, 

Make glad the heart of poor Bigbeak.”’ 


But Sir Squirrel does not understand 
Bigbeak’s appeal, and remains quiet, for 
he thinks that the king’s jailer is knock- 
ing at his door ; so it seems likely that 
Bigbeak will be a woodpecker for ever. 

Battimore, Mp. 





THE MAYOR & 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low: 
‘‘The brightest use SAPOLIO.’’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
thatcity. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake o 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 

















roon, Yellow. Sd ar in 
Soabls, fragrant and fas 
ane “All 5 a -with cul- 
tural di: jons - big 


catalogu pow 
Pit. oer ‘make ’ jove- 
beds of a 9 for your 
° m, and many pots 
grden. a blossoms for 
your windows in winter. 
Catalogue for 1907 
Greatest Book of Nov- 
elties---Flower and Vege- 
table Seeds, Bulbs, Plants 
Shrubs, Fruits, 150 ages, 
cuts, many plates-- 
wi be mailed Free to 
who ask for it. 
JOHN LEWIS CHILDS, Floral Park, N. W- 


COME WITH 
us TO 


ROME 


May, 1907. Many free trips for Sua- 
day-school workers. Get our circular. 


THOS. COOK & SON 


245 Broadway, New York 

















The best place for 


REST, RECREATION 
OR RECUPERATION 


at this season is 


ATLANTIC CITY 
and the new fireproof 


CHALFONTE 


is especially well equipped 
to supply the wants of those 
who come to secure them 


Write for Dlustrated Folder 
and Rates to 


THE LEEDS COMPANY 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


oo Open -On the Beach 
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Where to Get Church or 
Sunday-School Supplies 


IT’S 25 YEARS 


Since we be; an to tell 
about our 
“i terns for illustrating ger- 
mons, Sunday-school les- 
sons, entertainments, tec- 
tures, thus cresting - 
interest your 
-~and you haven't 
join the procession yet. 
thers are getting the bene- 
fits. Why don’t you? We 
make all Pas wd terns 
at moderate prices. We 












. T if you want to know about Ml Catalogue tree 
to pastors and Sunday-school w: 
McINTOSH STE 

















INDIVIDUAL 


Communion 


Service 


Many materials, 
Many desi 
Send for illus- 
trated catal 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants, 
GEO SPRINGER, Mer. 
256-258 Washiogten St., Boston, Mass. 














INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS 


re (AS 
Sanitary Commusion 1 Outat Co, 

Seventh Street, Rochester, N33 Y. . 
A.B. & E. L. Shaw Co. 
largest makers of 
——-_ Pulpit Furniture, 
Lodge Furniture, 


and 
Shoe Store Settees 
81 Causeway St., Boston 
Send for new catalogs. 
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S. C. SMALL FURNITURE CO. 
me Church & Lodge Furniture 


wees chairs and invalid s ables. A Schoo! furniture, 
metal chairs, stools, one ta Auditorium peating 


f di rary furnitu 
ond enol yg rgest ie in'U. Ss. "Established a 


and appliances. “ . 4 1, 
quarter century. Send for catalogues, special designs, 
ton, MASS, 


lowest prices. 90 Canal St., 
The. Klip Binder 


for use in the Office, the Study, the Library. You can 
bind your own pamphlets, magazines, manuscripts 
newspapers, etc., both easily and cheaply. Sample 
box, sent postpaid, consisting of two A7ifs of each of 
7 Sizes with one pair Keys, for 75 cents. Money re- 
turned if not satisfactory. Illustrated price list om 
request. H. H. BALLARD, 


255 South St., Pittsfield, Mass. 
SLIDE 


lustrated H amas Passion Play, Many 
Subjects. WILLIAM H. RA 


LYMYER 
CHURCH 








Life of Christ by Tissot. 
‘“*The Christmas Story’’ il- 
lustrated by Tissot Pictures. 
ew Original Views of Palestine, iL 
Missionary 


» Philadelphia, Pa. 
GALIKE OTHER BELLS, 
SWEETER MORE BUR- 









ELLS. HY. 
WRITE TO CINCINMAT) BELL FOUNDRY CO. CINCINAATI 8. 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BELLS 
eS ar ee Were FORTY. 
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ATALOG AND PRICE LIST No. 29, FREG& 
200 & 202 N. 2nD STREET, ST. LOUIS, MO 


IBLE GAMES FOR CHILDREN. “ Bible Boys 
B and “ Bible Girls,” two card games on Or Littoed 
of biblical characters. Fascinating and instructive, 
beautifully ‘llustrated cards; a big success. Every 
*hristian home shouid have them. ither, 25c., post- 


paid. Evangelical Pub.Co.,23 Lakeside Bldg.., Shicago. 


















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartshorn on label. 
Get *‘ Improved,’’ no tacks required 
Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 











When an advertisement in this paper 

rsuades you to write to the advertiser, 

povennded to mame the paper when 
you write. 














make slides for you, we rent slides to you. Write our‘ 


C., cinicago | 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 23 (Luke 24 : 36-53) 
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~ POLISH 


MAKES OLD STOVES LOOK LIKE NEW 


It aces the most beautiful black 1 with little labor and absolutel 
no dust. Itis the bestin the world; TRY IT AND BE CONVINCED. Put 
upin jange boxes, filled full, ready mixed for use. We recommend it as far 
oper any other pants stove polish on the market. It can be applied 

a wet cloth, and polished > A witha woolen cloth or brush, it 
isalabor saver; es with a b: tlustre, which gives great satisfaction 
Made by MORSE BROTHERS., Proprietors Rising Sun Stove Polish Canton, Mass, U.S.A. 











WAYS OF WORKING SUNDAY SCHOOL PROB- 











Or, He Hints for Sunday- LEMS What They 
School cials and Are, and How to 
Teachers Solve Them 
By Rev. A. F. Scuaurr- by 

LER, Pror. Amos R. Weis 
Cloth, $1.00 Cloth, $1.00 


BLACKBOARD CLAS 


For Primary Teachers 


By Frorence H. DARNELL 25 Cents 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES on the inter- 


national S. S. Lessons for 1907. Cloth, $1.25 
THE FRONT LINE OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL MOVEMENT 


By Rev. F.N. Perovset, D.D. Cloth, $1.00 


THE TEACHER, THE CHILD, AND THE BOOK 4 Rsv. A. F. Scuavrrzn, D-D. 


THE BLACKBOARD IN THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 4 Henny Turner Batey 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


Western Branch, CHICACO 120 Boyiston St., BOSTON 















For a Christmas Gift Book 
Off the Rocks 


WILFRED T. GRENFELL. Illustrated. $1.00, postpaid. 


The Trumbull Year Book 


Leather, 60 cents; cloth, 35 cents; postpaid. 


Outdoors, Indoors, and Up the Chimney 


For Young folks, By CHARLEs MCILVAINE. Illustrated. 75 cents, postpaid. 


Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns 


Illustrated. 75 cents; postage, 10 cents extra. 


: Four Princes 


Paul, Constantine, Bernard, Luther. By PRESIDENT JAMES A. B, SCHERER. 
Illustrated. $1.25, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 WALNUT ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


¢ Sanday School ines 


Philadelphia, December 8, 1906 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
oP oh 
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The Overland Limited to Cali- 
fornia Via Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul Railway 


eonend-clnee auntter Less than three days from Chicago to Cali- 
ee fornia. Through sleeping car service on The 
Advertising Rates Overland Limited in connection with the 
Union Pacific-Southern Pacific lines. From 

80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each | Union Passenger Station, Chicago, at 8 p. m. 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For | daily. Arrive Los Angeles and San Fran- 
detailed information, address ‘The Religious | cisco the afternoon of the third day. Through 
Press Association, go1 Witherspoon Build- | tourist sleeper at 10.25 p. m., daily. Per- 
ing, Philadelphia. sonally conducted tourist car parties at 10.25 
p- m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. Rate for 


Subscription Rates double berth from Chicago to Pacific Coast, 


| 
: , $7.00. 

The Sunday School Times is published Complete information regarding rates, 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or | routes and train service free. Send six cents 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: | jn stamps for book on California. Geo 

Five or more copies, either to | Lincoln, commercial agent, 318 Chestnut 
75 cts. separate addresses or ina pack- | Street, Philadel phia. os 2 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of ee ss 
75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1.00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 














In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








December 23, 1906. How Can we Carry 
the Christmas Spirit through 1907 ? 
(Luke 2 : 8-20.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Christ's birth seen from afar (Isa. 


9: 1-6. 

TUES.—Its cheer foretold (Psa. 98 : 1-9). 

WED.—‘‘ Good tidings’’ (Isa. 40 : 9-11). 

THURS.—Out of Bethlehem (Micah 5: 
I-7). 

FRI,—Son of David (Psa. 89 : 20-37). 

SaT.—Sweet story of old (Matt. 1 : 18-25). 











| 





Tell in what ways Christmas cheers you. 
Name ways of making it cheer others. 
Give plans for carrying it through the year. 


HEN they were with Jesus on the 
W Mount of Transfiguration, Peter | 
and James and John felt that it | 
was a good thing to be there. Doubt- 
less it was a chilling experience for 
them to come down from the Mount into 
common life again. But Jesus would 
have all common life lighted up with a 
divine glory. He came into the world 
and lived his life with its Transfigura- 
tion and its Gethsemane, and died his 
death ; and, dying, subdued its con- 
queror, in order that all the life of each 
of his disciples might be wholly lived in 
his peace and strength. He was the 
unique Saviour in order that all might 
enter into that which, his uniqueness was 
intended to show, might be common. 

And this principle ought surely to ap- | 
ply tothe Christmas spirit. If itis good 
for Christmas, it is good for all days, and | 
it ought to be carried through all days, 
and all days be filled with its joy and | 
grace and unselfishness. If there were 
anything bad in the Christmas spirit, it 
would be well not only to confine it to | 
one day, but to expel it wholly. If the | 
Christmas spirit is all good, then there | 
is nothing in it too good for every day. | 

= 

The Christmas spirit is a glad spirit. 
Every day should be glad. Our Lord 
left his peace and joy with us that our 
peace should be abiding, and our joy full 
always. The Christmas spirit is an 
unselfish spirit. Every day should be 
unselfish. Our Lord came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and he 
bade us to be content to be as our Mas- 
ter, and to imitate his life of service 
among men. The Christmas spirit is a 
spirit of kindly fellowship. We lay 
aside all grudges then; weenvy no cne; | 
we rejoice in all men’s joy. We feel 
that we are brothers of all mankind. | 
But our Lord came to make such kindly | 
brotherhood as this universal and abid- 
ing. The very things that make 
Christmas so good a day are what we 
need to make all days good and heavenly. | 

% 

We can carry the Christmas spirit 
through the year by carrying Christ 
through the year. We do wrong when 
we confine him to certain seasons or 
places, to Easter and Christmas, to 
spiritual conferences or sacred places. 
Christ longs to be used, to be carried 
into all the common life, felt as a guest 
at every table, as an influence in every 
home, as a friend in every difficulty, as 
a deliverer in every temptation, as a | 
sharer in every joy, as a solace in every | 
sorrow, as strength in every weakness. 
There is not a need which he cannot 
supply, or an hour when he ought not to 
be felt to be near. 











We need not fear that the Christmas 
spirit could wear out. 


Christ can never be used too much. 

















One free copy addi- 


Free Copies jonai will becliowed Hi O LMAN BI B # ES 


for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 





75 cent rate. 





* 719 


If a grocer says ‘‘certainly,” 
when you .ask him for a 
MacsetH lamp-chimney, it’s 
an indication that he is a safe 
man to deal with, as it shows 
a desire on his part to serve 
his trade with the best of 
everything. 

The merchant who always 
tries to sell you something 


| ‘just as good,” when you ask 


for a standard article, doesn't 


sell Macsetu lamp-chimneys. 


My Index is useful to everyone who owns 
a lamp—and it’s free. 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


The 


SUPERINTENDENT'S 
HELPER 


1907 


By Jesse Lyman 
Hurlbut 


Vest-pocket size. 


Leather, 25c. net; 
by mail, 28c. 


This Book is a 
Twofold Helper 





First: Its treat- 
~ ment of the Inter- 

national Lesson is different from that 
of any other lesson help published and is 
especially designed to give the Superin- 
tendent material for use in directing the 
class study and giving desk-reviews 
which will interest and edify the school. 
SEconp: Its ruled blank pages enable 


| the Superintendent to keep a ready ref- 


erence record of the attendance of offi- 
cers and scholars, Sabbath by Sabbath 
and teacher by teacher. 


EATON & MAINS JENNINGS & GRAHAM 
150 Fifth Ave., New. York 220 W. 4th St., Cincinnati 


A HAPPY LITTLE 
XMAS GIFT 

A pin with anchor, cross and crown, 

and Bible references : Heb. 6: 18-19, 

1 John 3: 1-3. In solid gold, $2; 


solid silver, soc.; gold and silver 
plate, 25c., postpaid. 


A SPECIAL OFFER 


Send us name and address of your 
pastor, or some other responsible per- 
son in your town as reference, and 
we will send you one dozen of these 
pins to sell, four solid silver and four each gold and 
silver-plate, amounting to $4. When sold, send us the 
#4, and we will immediately send you one of the solid 
zold pins free of charge. Each pin is put up in a nice 
20x with cotton, and they are very easy to sell, as 
every one (especially Christians) appreciates the little 
pin very highly, and buys them at sight. Our bank 
reference, Commercial City. ; 


THE J. H. JAMES MFG. COMPANY 
205 East Eighth Street, Jacksonville, Florida 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 
Palestine These maps cover all Biblical Geo- 
° raphy, and are accepted author- 
Western Asia Ry. containing all recent discover- 
saa: ies. ‘he maps of Palestine and of 
Egypt and Sinai Western Asia are essential for the 
St. Paul’s 


lessons of the year. Special prices 
to Sabbath-schools for these maps; 








Travels also for the four maps as a set. 
OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, Oxford, Ohie. 





Circulars, books, news 

I t y per. Card Press, $s. 

rger, $18. Money 

saver, maker. All easy, 

rinted rules. Write 

actory for catalog, 

presses, type, paper, 
cards. THE PRESS CO., Meriden, Conn. 


BIBLICAL COURSE By Mail. Write Pres. C. J. 
Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 





ALWAYS INSIST ON GETTING HOLMAN EDITION. 
BEST AT ANY PRICE. ASK YOUR BOOKSELLER. 





Tux Sunpay Scxoo. TrwxsCo.. Publishers, |Ractest Trains in the World — The New York Central Lines 
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All For One. Little Dollar Bill! 
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Christmas Remembrances 


Chaste and elegant, to suit the most refined taste 





The Climax of Christmas Bargains 





Just to get you acquainted with some of the good things we publish, we’ve put together 1 Famous Lesson-Help 
(price, 75 cents), 12 Pell Friendship Cards (they cost 5 cents each in the stores), and 1 Large Art Card of 
exquisite design (1114 inches), made to hang on the wall (price, 25 cents), and we'll send them all to you postpaid 


for a dollar bill, provided you order now. 
purpose,—and make yourself a present of the Lesson-Help. 


Send the cards to your friends,—they are the very best for your 
It’s your chance to save on your Christmas buying. 








{ Famous Lesson Help 


It has steadily improved 
until it is almost ideal 


The Pell's Notes family now reaches round the world. 
You'll find it in great Sunday-schools and small. And 
everywhere you find it you'll find results. A live superin- 
tendent once said that he believed he could go through a 
Sunday-school and at a glance pick out the teachers who 
use Pell’s Notes. ‘They are so much more intense in 
their work, he explained. And he might have; said the 
same about the Senior and 
Bible Class students who 


{2 Pell Friendship Cards 


Among people of refinement Friendship Cards are rap- 
idly taking the place of fancy Christmas cards and souvenir 
postals for Christmas, Easter, birthdays, etc. ‘The Pell 
Friendship Cards are gotten up in exquisite style (size 
3% X5% inches), and each contains in colors a beautiful 
sentiment selected from the writings of Dr. Pell. There 
aressix different sentiments. For example : 

“To know Him though we cannot understand Him, even as 


our children know us but do not understand our ways; to 
always conscious that He is, that He is actually with us, that 


{ Elegant Art Card 


If you do not want to make a costly present, you could.not 
get anything better than an artistic wall card containing a 
sentiment or a prayer that may serve as a daily inspiration to 
your friend. It will make him remember you the year round. 
The most appropriate of all the wall cards of the season is 


A Morning Prayer 

By Edward Leigh Pell, D.D. 
It is beautifully designed and artistically printed in three 
colors, on heavy white ripple mounting board of the rich- 


est description, size 11X14 
inches. We wish we were 





use it. 

Why are the most pro- 
gressive Sunday-school 
workers you meet so en- 
thusiastic over this unique 
lesson-help ? 

1. Because it gives you the 
sort of help you need most. 

2. Because it is never dull, 
Whatever it may have ac- 
complished, it has never been 
known to put anybody to 

It stéers clear of stu- 
and commonplaced- 
It is unlike anything 
else you ever saw before, and 
you stay awake to see what it 
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On the 


PELL’s NOTES 


International Sunday-School Lessons 





Ask for samples and club rates for schools 


Teachers Value Pell’s Notes 


because of its pedagogical merit, clearness, 
and freedom from crotchets, its spirituality, 
and its power to stir the brain and inspire 
the heart.—New York Observer. 


able to reproduce the charm- 
ing border in red, purple, and 
gold, with which it is sur- 
rounded. 


A Morning Prayer 

Look very tenderly upon 
me this day, gracious Lord, 
and sirengthen my heart with 
thy love, that my hands may 

_ be strong for thy service. 

Help me to follow the ways 
of peace, and to cultivate with 
diligence the art of being 
kind. May I leave no little 
kindness undone while wait- 
ing for an opportunity to do 
some great thing. Teach me 
how to give a cup of cold 
water in Jesus’ name. Help 
me to quench somebody's 
thirst ; to cool some fevered 
brow ; to bathe the temples 
of the faint ; to refresh some- 
body who is weary. Teach 








wbon-help to use in 


You get all 
5 you can use,—and more 
fause it always goes to the bottom, and when it 
} up the facts it arranges them in logical order in 
your mind, so that you just cannot forget them., 

5. Because it never fails to get hold of the kernel,— 
the heart of the lesson,—and to hold it up before you so 
that you cannot help seeing it. 

6. Because it presses the heart of the lesson up 
against your own heart, and warms you with it. You 
lay down the Notes fairly tingling with desire to impart its 
precious truths to others. 

7. Because it uses fresh, every-day, homely illustra- 
tions, not stories dug out of musty books. (This is one 
of its new features. ) 

8. Because it is absolutely pedagogical. 

9. Because it is complete and comprehensive. ‘There 
are no gaps anywhere,—either in the lessons or between 
them. 

10. Because it answers every answerable question. 

11. Because of the convenient form in which it is pub- 
lished. There are little annuals—mere outlines of the 
lesson—published in vest-pocket form, but Pell's Notes is 
not an annual; it isa monthly. You get twelve copies a 
year. Its vest-pocket form makes it a boon for busy men. 

You can recall the time when almost everybody was 
content with a single lesson-help. Often this single help 


Kobert Harding 
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x “school. No reader 

a } Notes ever made that complaint. 
3& 

Cary 


His eyes meit with tenderness whenever he looks upon us; to 
recognize Him as our rd whom we have enthroned in our 
hearts forever ; to serve him and our feliow-men blithely and with 
a gentle hand; to keep the current of our lives in the channel ot 
his truth ; and to watch daily for the footprints of Him who has 
gone before to prepare a place for us,—these are aims that are 
worthy of all that is loftiest and best in man.” 


The rest are of like delicious flavor. Write your Christ- 
mas wishes on the back, and enclose in an envelope. 

For $1.00 sent now you get 12 Cards, 1 Art Card, and 
Pell’s Notes one year. ° 








was so heavy that it lay on the brain like a stone, and not 
a thought stirred. Nowadays we are stirring, —stirring for 
ideas,—and we want all the lesson-helps we can get. We 
take our own denominational help to begin with, but of 
course that's just a start. We want you to join the Pell’s 
Notes family, and go with Doctor Pell through the books 
of the Bible which embrace the International Lessons for 
next year. The subscription price is seventy-five cents a 
year, but for a single dollar bill sent now we will send you 
Pell’s Notes, twelve Pell Friendship Cards, and the 
Large Art Card described above. 

And your money will be returned if you are not satisfied. 

Pell’s Notes is undenominational, like Peloubet's, The 
Sunday School Times, etc. 

Samples free on request. 


my lips to speak words of 
love, of tenderness, of cour- 
tesy. Help me to do now the thing that needs to be done 
now. making the most of each golden moment as a price- 
less gift of thy love. And all through the day let me serve 
thee and my fellow-men with joy and with a gentle hand ; 
and whatever may befall, dear Lord, may my heart be 
kept tender with the thought of thy goodness tome. Amen. 
—Edward Leigh Pell. 


Price, 25 cents. This card, 12 Friendship Cards, and 
Pell's Notes, for a dollar bill, if ordered now. 





A STILL BETTER BARGAIN 


For $1.50 sent within the nem ten days we will 
send you all of the articles named in the above 
dollar combination, and in addition we will send 
you a copy of 


Dr. Pell’s Latest Book 


The Life Worth While 


the price of which is $1.00. It is just from the press, 
—a beautiful holiday book, bound in violet cloth, 
with white egamel stamping. In no other recent 
book will one who is trying to live the life that is 
worth while find so many helpful thoughts and 
suggestions. And there's the same charm, the 
same delicious flavor, about it that characterizes 
all Dr. Pell’s writings. 











Company, Inc., Richmond, Virginia 








